Profile of CSUF Students:

In Brief

Each semester the Office of Analytical
Studies publishes a wealth of data on
students at Cal State Fullerton.  This
report will highlight some of these data,
and provide a profile of the students who
atend the University 1L 1s our hope tha
thiz will be beneficial to rescarchers and

staff at all levels

Overview: Fall 1998
Headcount Sets a Record
During the Fall 1995 semester, thete
was a ol of 23,673 students entolled a
Cal 5State Fullerton, the largest headcount
of record.  The average unit load per
undergraduate stadent was 114, and lor
gracduale students il was 8.0 units ['he
average age was 23 1 vears, and women
constitute nearly 59% ol the Cal S1ate

Fullerton student population

Age of Students at CSUF

For this same semester at CSUE the
mean ages of students by class level are as

[ollows: 18.0 vears for first-tune

esearch
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freshmen (FTFY, 18.5 years lor other

[reshmen, 20.3 years lor sophomores,

24.7 vears for juniors, 27.1 years for
i 5

semiors, 32.6 years for graduate students,

ang 25.0 years [or all transler students

Ethnicity

Percentages of stndents by sell-

reported ethnic category for Fall 1998 are

presenied in Figure 1. White studentis
represent 39% ol the ethnic population
and the comhbination of the Lating

AsianfPacific lslander CAPLY population

Fall 1998

totals 43% of the student population

Che interesting analysis of ethnic
composition 15 by class level, For
example, the percentage of White
stiudents at the first time reshman level is
29%, Ar the Semor level it is 40%, and at
the graduate level it is 33%. This may he
due in part 1o the change in the ethnic
categories of high school students who
entered in 1998 compared 1o those who
entered in 1994, which in wrm may be
due to the changing demographics of

Change County

Figure 1

Ethnicity of Students: Fall 1998
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Student Affairs rescarch is a major
priority. This research report reflects the
Student Affairs commitment to a
continual [ocus on research relating 1o
student aflairs

The mission ol the Student Affairs
Research Center is 10 administer and
SUpp it research on students, il"ll"l'l.'ll!ll'l;l

CAMpUS climate assessment.

Upcoming Reports:

Census of Computer Skills Amang
Student Affairs Stalf Before and Afer
Raoll Ot

How Many Hours Do Cur Students
Study?: Chmate Survey

Sense of Commmunity at C5U
Fullertor: A Teat of Competing
Causal Models.

How Many Hours Do our Students
Work?: Climate Survey.

Frofile of CSU Fullenion Students:
Campus Climate Survey

Student Alfdirs Research Center
Largsdorf Hall 20&

California State University, Fullerton
P.O, Box 6830

Fullerion, CA 825834.65830
¥14.278.2501

http:/ /sa.fullerton.edu/studeniresearch

Class Level Stats

[he percentages of students in each
class level for the Fall 1998 semester are
as [ollows: Freshmen 20.1%,
Sophomores 8 3%, Juniors 23%, Seniors
29 3%, and praduates represent 17.1%
The sophomare class has a lower
percentage of siudents due 1o the fact that
freshmen often take three semesters to
t‘i‘lﬂﬂg&.‘ ElATUS Lo ﬁ}:hqﬁ-rﬂf:rﬂ '.r.ﬁ'x"-}'tlhuhhlrl"
status s classified by having earned 30
uris). As usual, the junior and senior
classes are larger due 1o the number of
new students who tmranster in each
semester at the junior level, combining
with the native freshmen as they move up

i1 slatus over ume,

Graduate Student
Headcount Highest in
Four Years

Graduate studemt headcount (all
postbacealanreate students are included

int this count) for the Fall 1998 semester

was 4,396, also the highest in the past
[our years. For comparison, the graduate
student headeount was 4, 163in Fall
1997, 3950 in Fall 1996, 3,735 in Fall
1095 and 3.751 faor the Fall 1994

SEMEsIEL

Average Unit Loads

During the Fall 1996 semester, lirst-
time [reshmen averaged the highest
rumber of units and praduate students
averaged the fewest number of units. Ol
the entire Fall 1998 studem population,
15, 1% toolk 6 unmits, 9. 1% took 9 units,
27.5% took 12 units, and 15.2% ook 15
units, The average unit load by class
leved s presented in Figure 2, and is as
[ollows:  First-Time Freshmen averaged
1 3.0 umits, Other Freshmen averaged
10,5 units, Sophomores averaged 12.9
units, juniors averaged 11.6:umnis,
Seniors avevaged 11,3 units, and
Graduates averaged B.0 units doring the

Fall 1998 semester. 1o ooder 1o be a full-

Figure 2

Average Unit Load by Class Level:
Fall 1998
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tirne graduate student, students must
take either 1X units or & units with 6

umits of 300-level courses.

Full-Time and Part-Time
Students

The largest single group of full-time
students is seniors, The group with the
largest percent of part-time students is
graduate students. See Figure 3 for the
numbers of full and part-time students by

class level

Where Do CSUF Students
Come From?

Forty-three percent of frst-tme
[reshmen reported rtheir county of origin
a= Orange County, Figute 4 shows the
percetitages of CSUE first-time freshimen
lor each residential area. In addition,
95% ol the weal student populition for
the Fall 1998 semester reported their
residence a Califorma county, 1%
reported their residence to be from
angther state or LLS. terril ory oulside of
Califormia, and 4% reported their

I'ES'II:IE]‘.IEE‘ w he [mm ."n‘lt‘.-l,|'|c;r COUNLDY

What Do Our Students
Maijor In?
Figure 3 (on the back page) shows the

number of students by class level [or each

school at CSUE As indicated in the chart,

the largest number of seniors and
sophomores have majors in the School of
Business Administration and Econormics
The highest number of Juniors, however,
15 equally divided bevween the School of
Humanities and Social Sciences, and the

School of Business Administration and

Figure 3

Number of Full-Time and Part-Time
Students by Class Level: Fall 1998
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Economics. The highest number of
Freshmen [all into the “other” category, as
many are undecided about their major
Most Graduaie/Post Baccalaureaie
students were majoning in “other.” of
which 1,058 were in credential only and
344 students were undeclared for the Fall
1998 semester. The smallest number of
Graduare/Post Baccalaureate studenis
majored in commumeations durng the
Fall 1998 semester. The graduate
students showwn in the "ather” column are
*ost Baccalaureate studeris either
achieving a credential in their 3th year or
working on prerequisites for a specific

Mastert program.

Gender

As shown in Figure 6, during the Fall
| 995 semesier there were 58 3% [emales
and 41 5% males attending Cal Stale

Fullermon

Duata are reported in Heademans. Al
data were obtained from the Statistical
Handbook for Fall, 1998 from the
CHfice of Analytical Studies. We thank
Dralores Vura for providing us with this
handbook and Dy James Blackbum,
Maria Elenbaas and Roland Madrid for

their assistance,

Number of Students

Figure 3

Number of Students in Each School

by Class Level: Fall 1998
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