
Citing Sources



When do I Cite?
Whenever you are using information that is not common knowledge and not 
your idea. If you Google it, it needs a citation. 



3 Types of Sources
which is your professor asking for?

• Reputable: rely on their reputation for having high standards of researching, fact-checking, accountability, and ethical 
reporting.
• Ex. Wall Street Journal or New York Times

• Credible: rely on the expertise of the author to know the topic completely. The author should have a higher degree (master's 
or doctorate) in the field they are writing.
• Ex. A medical doctor writes about the importance of vaccinating children

• Scholarly: written by experts who have a higher degree in their field and are written for other experts to help them further 
their research and understanding. They often have a long references list at the end and are sometimes peer-reviewed.
• Ex. A medical doctor writes about a study she conducted on overweight mice in an academic journal



What is a 
Credible Source?



What is a Scholarly Source?

Trait Popular Scholarly

Authors Journalists or freelance writers Academics or researchers (credentials listed)

Audience General public Researchers, academics, college students

Editing Process Sometimes edited by staff Peer-reviewed before publication

Appearance Contains photos, illustrations, meant to entertain, shorter in 
length

Contains charts, graphs, references, meant to inform, longer in 
length

Examples Newsweek, Vanity Fair, The New York Times, websites Journal of Evolutionary Biology, JAMA, The Journal of Popular 
Culture



What is a Scholarly Source?



Which 
Style do I 
Use?

• Most professors/majors have a preferred style for citations in written 
assignments. 

• The first place to look for this is the assignment prompt.

• Don’t see it? Check the assignments grading rubric

• Not there? Check the syllabus 

• Still not sure? Email the professor to clarify. It is not worth losing 
points over by guessing!



MLA Basics



MLA In-Text Basics



MLA Works Cited Basics



MLA Works Cited Basics 



MLA Works Cited Basics 



APA 
Basics



APA Student Cover Page

Please check your prompt for 
any additional/different 
information your professor may 
want. 



APA In-
Text 
Basics



Hanging Indents
for direct quotes with 40 or more 
words



APA 
Reference 
List 
Basics



APA 
Reference 
List 
Basics



APA 
Reference 
List 
Basics



Hanging 
Indents 
in Google 
Docs



Hanging 
Indents 
in Word



APA        
vs

MLA





ASA Citation Resources 
• Purdue Owl

• American Sociological Association

• Harvard Sociology 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/asa_style/references_page_formatting.html
https://www.asanet.org/sites/default/files/savvy/documents/teaching/pdfs/Quick_Tips_for_ASA_Style.pdf
https://sociology.fas.harvard.edu/files/sociology/files/asastyleguide.pdf


Citation Resource 
• Purdue Owl

• Chicago Manual of Style

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/chicago_manual_17th_edition/cmos_formatting_and_style_guide/chicago_manual_of_style_17th_edition.html
https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/help-tools/Resources-for-Students.html


Still not sure?
EMAIL US YOUR QUESTIONS OR TO REQUEST AN 
APPOINTMENT WITH A WRITING TUTOR. 

mailto:HRaidel@fullerton.edu?subject=Citation%20Help

