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WHAT CAN I DO 
WITH MY 
BIOLOGY 
DEGREE?
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Upper-division 
concentrations

Follow your 
curiosity!

Explore your 
passions!





How is your GPA doing?

If	GPA	<2.0	cannot	graduate	with	a	Biology	degree!

How can I get good grades?
Seek help!
Office	hours:	

• Instructors	encourage	visits!
Free	tutoring:

• Opportunity	Center for	Science	and	Math	Students	(MH-488)	
http://www.fullerton.edu/it/students/computerlabs/opportunity-
center.php

• University	Learning	Center	(PLN	2nd floor)	
http://www.fullerton.edu/ulc/

• Supplemental	Instruction	(SI)
• Math	tutoring	center	(MH-553)	

• Physics	tutoring	center (MH-600)		
http://www.fullerton.edu/learningassistance/tutoring_centers/math.php

Repeating Courses –
University policy:

• ONLY
o 16 units grade forgiveness
o 12 units grade averaging

• For a single course, you can repeat it twice (3 times 
total)

• If you reach these limits:
• Lower-division courses must be re-taken at a community college
• Petition required to repeat a course at CSUF
• Changing majors may be the best option

• A failed course will remain on your transcript! 

Oops, I'm not going to pass one of my 
classes this semester…
• For all Biology and Supporting Courses, you need a C or 

higher to pass. 
• If you do not pass a class:

Ø Consider WHY you did not pass. 
§ What can you do differently?

Ø Try to retake it next semester
§ This should be an UNUSUAL EVENT!
§ Note that retaking classes uses up 

"repetition of course" units
§ Understand the University policies before

you start using the repetition units!

Ø Make an appointment and get help!
§ Sam Barrozo, NSM Retention Specialist, 

MH-488, sbarrozo@fullerton.edu

Sam	Barrozo,	NSM	
Retention	Specialist



…Come	see	me	after	you	turn	in	your	
form;	I	have	additional	information!

•

•

•
•

•
•

•

This	is	what	
your	homework	
will	look	like	
next	semester:

PLANNING'MATRIX'FOR'____________,'CATALOG'YEAR______'
For$past$terms,$write$in$all$courses$taken.$If$a$course$was$not$passed,$draw$an$X$through$the$box.$
Fill$in$remaining$terms$with$your$plan,$using$the$sample$matrix$and$the$appropriate$concentration$worksheet.$$

TERM 1 TERM 2 TERM 3 TERM 4 TERM 5 TERM 6 TERM 7 TERM 8 

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $

___$units$ ___$units$ ___$units$ ___$units$ ___$units$ ___$units$ ___$units$ ___$units$
$
$

TERM 9 TERM 10 TERM 11 TERM 12 

$ $ $ $

$ $ $ $

$ $ $ $

$ $ $ $

$ $ $ $

$ $ $ $

___$units$ ___$units$ ___$units$ ___$units$
$
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Checklist: 
GE categories:  

!A1 !A2  !A3  
!C1 !C2 !C3 !C4 
!D1 !D2 !D3 !D4 !D5 
!E  !Z 

Biology coursework: 
! 40 units total, see concentration 
worksheet for specific requirements 

Chem:  
!120A  !120B,  
!301A  !301B  !302 

Math:  
!130 + !338 OR !150A +!150B 

Physics:  
!211 !211L !212 !212L 

Upper division writing requirement: 
!Engl 301/363 OR !Two Bio writing 

Total units:  
!at least 120 units 

• Once it’s complete, come up to the front to have it 
evaluated. If approved, we’ll each keep a copy. 

• The completed worksheet is what will remove the advising 
hold. Department advising is completed! 

• Holds will be released in a few days. 
• ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS? Come up and ask once you’ve 

turned in your worksheet or contact 
bioladvising@fullerton.edu

Need	CPE	information?	Let	me	know.

2nd Year Biology Major Group Advising Worksheet – Catalog Year Fall 2017 
 

Name ____________________________________ CWID#__________________________ Date____________________ 
 
On the diagram below, circle the courses you’re currently in: 

 
 
Future planning (for BIOL and supporting courses)  

Semester     
BIOL __________________ __________________ 

Supporting 
course __________________ __________________ 

Notes __________________ __________________ 
      

 

 
Circle the concentration you are thinking of declaring: 
(Gateway course(s) are listed for each) 
• Cell and Developmental Biology (BIOL 302 and 303) 
• Ecology and Evolutionary Biology (BIOL 314 and 

325) 
• Marine Biology (BIOL 314 or 325) 
• Molecular Biology and Biotechnology (BIOL 309; 

and BIOL 302 or CHEM 421) 
• Plant Biology (BIOL 345)

In anticipation of graduation, during which semester will you begin taking 300-level BIOL classes? __________________ 

What is your current GPA? ________________ What GPA do you anticipate at the end of this semester? ____________ 

What are 3 actions you can take to improve your study habits? ______________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Career(s) I’m considering (put * next to most likely): _______________________________________________________ 

Steps I am taking or will take by next semester to prepare for those careers:____________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

¨ Group advising Powerpoint presentation: http://www.fullerton.edu/biology/undergrad/advising.php ¨ Tutoring resources: Opportunity Center 
MH-488, Math Tutoring MH-553, Supplemental Instruction, University Learning Center PLN-200, Writing Center PLN-100 ¨CPE exam info: 

http://cnsm.fullerton.edu/testing/cpe/ ¨ GPA calculator: http://www.fullerton.edu/aac/resources/gpa_calculator.php ¨ If you don’t pass a class 
this semester and need advising: Sam Barrozo, sbarrozo@fullerton.edu (NSM Retention Specialist) 

2nd Year Biology Major Group Advising Worksheet – Catalog Year Fall 2017 
 

Name ____________________________________ CWID#__________________________ Date____________________ 
 
On the diagram below, circle the courses you’re currently in: 

 
 
Future planning (for BIOL and supporting courses)  

Semester     
BIOL __________________ __________________ 

Supporting 
course __________________ __________________ 

Notes __________________ __________________ 
      

 

 
Circle the concentration you are thinking of declaring: 
(Gateway course(s) are listed for each) 
• Cell and Developmental Biology (BIOL 302 and 303) 
• Ecology and Evolutionary Biology (BIOL 314 and 

325) 
• Marine Biology (BIOL 314 or 325) 
• Molecular Biology and Biotechnology (BIOL 309; 

and BIOL 302 or CHEM 421) 
• Plant Biology (BIOL 345)

In anticipation of graduation, during which semester will you begin taking 300-level BIOL classes? __________________ 

What is your current GPA? ________________ What GPA do you anticipate at the end of this semester? ____________ 

What are 3 actions you can take to improve your study habits? ______________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Career(s) I’m considering (put * next to most likely): _______________________________________________________ 

Steps I am taking or will take by next semester to prepare for those careers:____________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

¨ Group advising Powerpoint presentation: http://www.fullerton.edu/biology/undergrad/advising.php ¨ Tutoring resources: Opportunity Center 
MH-488, Math Tutoring MH-553, Supplemental Instruction, University Learning Center PLN-200, Writing Center PLN-100 ¨CPE exam info: 

http://cnsm.fullerton.edu/testing/cpe/ ¨ GPA calculator: http://www.fullerton.edu/aac/resources/gpa_calculator.php ¨ If you don’t pass a class 
this semester and need advising: Sam Barrozo, sbarrozo@fullerton.edu (NSM Retention Specialist) 

2.	Plan	the	next	two	semesters1.	Circle	the	courses	you’re	currently	in	and	
draw	an	X	through	the	courses	you’ve	taken:

Spring	2019 Fall	2019

3.	Fill	in	the	bottom	section



CHEMISTRY PLACEMENT EXAM (CPE)
This exam will tell you which Chemistry course to take. 

o You need to take this exam to register for Chem 120A. 
o You can register for Chem 115 (the prerequisite for Chem

120A) without taking the exam.

Testing Center: http://www.fullerton.edu/testing or go to UH-229
Test Date Registration Deadline Date
Saturday, Dec 8, 2018 Wednesday, Nov 28, 2018

Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry:
These dates are offered for CNSM majors. Pre-registration required
athttps://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScnMUyjFW656De4
oFBZs9i6np8xIK37QS8cRadUMu56uCJp2w/viewform?usp=pp_url

Test Date                                   
Friday, Dec 14, 2018, 1pm
Friday, Jan 11, 2019, 1pm

Hours for 
work/family/commuting

per week

Units to Take

0-9 14-16
10-19 13-14
20-29 9-12
30-40 6-9

•
HTTP://BIOLOGY.FULLERTON.EDU/RCP/

•
HTTP://MARC.FULLERTON.EDU/

•
HTTP://BIOLOGY.FULLERTON.EDU/SCERP/

•
HTTP://BIOLOGY.FULLERTON.EDU/STEMCELLS/

•

HTTP://BIOLOGY.FULLERTON.EDU/MTOLMASKY/MHIRT%20WEBSITE/

Apply	in	1st and	2nd year

Apply	two	years	before	graduation

Apply	any	level

Apply	during	bio	upper	
division

Apply	after	two	years
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HTTP://WWW.FULLERTON.EDU/HEALTHPROFESSIONS/

Dr.	Michele	Mouttapa
HP	Advisor

CSUF Career Center
Find	a	job	or	internship,	get	help	with	your	resume	or	CV,	prepare	

for	interviews,	explore	career	options

Advice	from	the	Career	Center:
• Get	Involved!

üJoin	a	student	organization,	volunteer,	
start	an	internship

•Explore	your	Options!
üAttend	“day	in	the	life”	events	to	meet	people	in	your	future	profession
üAttend	workshops	on	resumes,	advising,	and	much	more…
üFor	a	listing	of	events:

www.fullerton.edu/career

Chanda	Ishisaka,	M.Ed.
LH	208
657-278-2020
cishisaka@fullerton.edu

CHANGING YOUR MAJOR?

1.

2.

3.
4.


