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Buena Park Junior High School students enjoy close rapport with ASES Instructors Rebecca Rodriquez (above and right) and Shannon Avery (left).



  Engaging with the Nonprofit Community

Gianneschi Center for Nonprofit Research

Charitable organizations are a vital part of the social fabric. Their services impact and economic scope are substantial,  
yet the sector as a whole is little understood. The Gianneschi Center for Nonprofit Research was established to serve  
the Orange County community and the field of nonprofit sector research as the repository for data about philanthropic,  
charitable and volunteer activity in this county. Named in honor of Dr. Harry Gianneschi, a former vice president for 
University Advancement, the center contributes to the university’s community engagement mission by strengthening  
the nonprofit organizations that are our partners.

In addition to publishing periodic updates of the sector studies it has produced, 
the Gianneschi Center supports nonprofits through a number of other programs 
including the Summer School for Nonprofits; the Nonprofit Professionals Alumni 
Association’s mentoring programs, annual scholarship, and bi-annual mixers; the 
Nonprofit CFO Network; and mini-grants for faculty.

Capacity-building is a major focus of government agencies, funders, and communities that rely on charitable organizations 
to meet increased demands for service, often with decreased resources. Cal State Fullerton’s community engagement 
efforts constitute major resources for local organizations. As placement sites for thousands of our students, and as 
providers of critically needed services in our communities, nonprofit organizations are integrated into much of what the 
university does. The Summer School for Nonprofits was created in 2006 to provide training and professional development 
for the university’s nonprofit partners and for students pursuing nonprofit careers. In 2008 the three-day event included 
over 2,100 instructional hours, and was attended by organizations from seven counties.

Nonprofit Professionals Alumni Association

The first chapter of the Cal State Fullerton Alumni Association was established in 1999 by alumni working in local non-
profit organizations. Members support students in a variety of ways, including the annual $1,000 NPAA Award presented 
to a student pursuing a career in public service. Members also established a special track in Public Service and Nonprofit 
Leadership in the Student Leadership Institute, and advise students in one-on-one mentorships. Professional development 
and networking for members is supported through bi-annual mixers featuring presentations by expert speakers.  
See www.fullerton.edu/NPAA for more information or to make a contribution.

Eighth Annual NPAA Award Presented

Zakira Kalyan graduated cum laude in May 2008 with a bachelor’s degree in communicative disorders and is currently 
pursuing a master’s degree in the same field. Service has been part of her life since, as a young girl in her native Nairobi, 
Kenya, she spent many nights without electricity and sometimes without clean running water. Despite these hardships, she 
and her siblings joined her father in feeding hungry people every week. Since moving to the U.S. with her family, Zakira 
has been an active volunteer in her community and on campus. She has served as a Sunday school teacher for Zainabiyya 
Center and on the planning committee for the Social Justice Summit and Campus Greens. She has gained professional 
experience through volunteering and clinical work at St. Jude Medical Center’s communication recovery program, among 
others. After completing her graduate studies she is determined to return to Kenya to establish her own clinic and work with 
organizations such as Operation Smile to relieve the stigmas associated with such treatable conditions such as cleft palate.

On being selected for the 2008 NPAA Award, Zakira said, “It means so much. Getting this award pushes me to want to 
do more. Just the fact that I’ve been recognized in this amazing way, I really want to get out there and help people.”
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Community, State and Federal Relations

Cal State Fullerton’s Impact on the Local Communitiy

Building on the excitement of the university’s 50th Anniversary Celebration last year, the Community Relations Department 
continues to strengthen two-way relationships with our local community and enhance town-gown relationships with host cities 
where we operate. The university also is exploring unique local partnerships and finding ways to craft new ventures that benefit our 
students and community partners alike.

2009 Community Priorities 
Local Neighborhood Outreach 
Government Interface with Host and Neighboring Cities 
University-led and Participant Economic Development Projects 
Local Business, Community Group & Organization Partnerships

The Impact of our State Legislative Outreach

The university will collaborate with the entire CSU system to focus on three main priorities in 2009. A critical priority is the state 
budget and funding for the CSU campuses. The legislative priorities are AB 867, which will build on the successful establishment of 
the education doctorate by adding a new doctor of nursing practice; and AB 1222, which will allow CSUs to continue utilizing alumni 
affinity programs. For more information, please visit our website at www.fullerton.edu/advocacy. 

2009 Legislative Priorities  
California State Budget FY 09-10 
AB 867 (Nava) California State University: Doctor of Nursing Practice Degree 
AB 1222 (Lowenthal) California State University: alumni: disclosure

Federal Funding Makes an Impact on the Lives of Students

Each year Cal State Fullerton addresses the needs of its students and faculty by seeking appropriate federal investment in projects 
and initiatives that are priorities for the campus. Federal funds for the FY 2009 projects listed here were successfully garnered 
as a result of leadership and support from Congressman Ed Royce and Congresswoman Loretta Sanchez. The university greatly 
appreciates their continued efforts to make the university a regional leader in these and other key areas of research, scholarship, 
and community engagement.

2009 Federal Funding 
$	1,600,000  	 Prader-Willi Syndrome Research 
$ 	 238,000   	 Center for Advancement of Teaching/ Learning in Math and Science 
$ 	 238,000   	 Vietnamese Language and Culture 
$ 	 190,000   	 Obesity Prevention
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  RESEARCH AND SERVICE Partners with the Community

Research Centers
Cal State Fullerton partners with numerous agencies, funders, and community 
partners to advance knowledge through scholarship and research. Through these 
centers, connections are established and strengthened between the university and 
all of our related communities – academic and geographic. 

African American Resource Center  
California Desert Studies Center 
Center for Applied Biotechnology Studies
Center for Cancer Disparities Research 
Center for Careers in Teaching 
Center for Children Who Stutter 
Center for Community Collaboration
Center for Corporate Reporting and Governance
Center for Demographic Research
Center for Economic Education
Center for Entertainment and Tourism
Center for Entrepreneurship
Center for Ethnographic Cultural Analysis
Center for Excellence in Science and Mathematics Education
Center for Insurance Studies
Center for International Business
Center for Internships & Community Engagement
Center for Oral and Public History 
Center for Public Policy
Center for Research on Educational Access and Leadership
Center for Successful Aging
Center for the Advancement of Responsible Youth Sports
Center for the Promotion of Health Lifestyles and Obesity Prevention 
Center for the Study of Economics of Aging and Health
Center for the Study of Emerging Markets

Chicano Resource Center 
Community Learning and Literacy Center 
CSUF Archaeological Research Facility
Decision Research Center
Developmental Research Center
Family Business Council
Fibromyalgia Research and Education Center 
Forum for Advanced Security Technologies 
Gianneschi Center for Nonprofit Research
Health Promotion Research Institute
Institute for Economic and Environmental Studies
Institute for Molecular Biology and Nutrition 
Institute of Gerontology
International Center for the Economics of Pharmaceuticals, Aging and Health 
National Center for Water Hazard Mitigation
Ocean Studies Institute/Southern California Marine Institute
Professional Teaching Development Center 
Real Estate and Land Use Institute
Sales Leadership Center
Small Business Institute
Social Science Research Center
South Central Coastal Information Center
Sport and Movement Institute
Tucker Wildlife Sanctuary
Twin Studies Center
W.M. Keck Foundation Center for Molecular Structure 

The centers can be reached through links at the following site:  
www.fullerton.edu/catalog/academic_services/research_centers/ 

Service-Learning Faculty
Faculty members engage their students in experiential learning that invites 
students to apply and expand on their coursework through service and 
reflection. We acknowledge the faculty members who enriched the curriculum 
of their courses by designing service-learning components that broadened their 
students’ experience and deepened the relationships the university enjoys with 
our community partners. 

Eleanor Atherton, College of Education
Brooke Bain-Hanna, Sociology 
Valerie Brauks, Child and Adolescent Studies
*Kathy Brzovic, Business Writing Program
Susan Cadwallader, Marketing
Isaac Cardenas, Chicana/o Studies
Dana Collins, Sociology 
Martina Espinosa, Sociology
Melissa Essman, Child and Adolescent Studies
Janet Eyring, Modern Languages & Literature
David Falconer, Computer Science  
Juan Carlos Gallego, Modern Languages & Literature
Dennis Gaschen, Communications
*Katja Guenther, Sociology
*Arnold Holland, Art

Carolyn Houston, English and Comparative Literature
Jodi Jewell, Business Writing Program
Sara Johnson, Anthropology
Matthew Kirby, Geological Science
Kari Knutson-Miller, Child and Adolescent Studies
Edythe Krampe, Sociology
Irene Lange, Marketing
Aubrey Le Bard, Business Writing Program
Jin (Juliana) Liu, Modern Languages & Literature 
Jinghui (Jack) Liu, Modern Languages & Literature 
Edward Maine, Philosophy
Daryle Nagano-Krier, Marketing 
Norman Page, Human Communication Studies
Jennifer Ponder, Education
Lorraine Prinsky, Sociology
Diana Robles, Child and Adolescent Studies
Bruce Rubin, American Studies
Susan Shipstead, Child and Adolescent Studies
Ying-Chiao Tsao, Human Communication Studies 
*Diane Witmer, Communications
Adam Woods, Geological Sciences
 
* Service-Learning Faculty Fellows 2007-08



22	 Center for Internships & Community Engagement  •  Community Engagement Report 2009

Acknowledgements

This report was compiled with the assistance of, and writing contributions by, the people listed below.

Kathleen Costello, Gianneschi Center, Center for Internships & Community Engagement

Mimi Co Cruz, Public Affairs

Maruth Figueroa, Freshman Programs

Jeannie Kim-Han 
CSUF Office of University Research, Initiatives & Partnerships 
CSUF Center for Internships & Community Engagement

Dawn Macy, Center for Internships & Community Engagement

Amy Mattern, Volunteer & Service Center

Valerie Orleans, Public Affairs

Lilian Pahn, Center for Internships & Community Engagement

Chris Perez, Center for Internships & Community Engagement - ASES

Debra Cano Ramos, Public Affairs

Christopher Reese, Office of Community Relations

Adrienne Stokols, Center for Internships & Community Engagement - WECARE

Jo’ie Taylor, Center for Internships & Community Engagement - Jumpstart

Dawn Valencia, University Outreach

Photographs

Jessica Angeles, Jumpstart Member

Kelly Lacefield, Public Affairs

Printing & Design

Jack Plump, Reprographics

Marcia Escobosa, Strategic Communications

C A L I F O R N I A  S T A T E  U N I V E R S I T Y,  F U L L E R T O N

Community Engagement Report
2009

Center for Internships & Community Engagement
P.O. Box 6846
Fullerton, CA 92834-6846

www.fullerton.edu/CICE

impactCenter for InternshIps & CommunIty engagement



C A L I F O R N I A  S T A T E  U N I V E R S I T Y,  F U L L E R T O N

Community Engagement Report
2009

Center for Internships & Community Engagement
P.O. Box 6846
Fullerton, CA 92834-6846

www.fullerton.edu/CICE

impactCenter for InternshIps & CommunIty engagement


