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The end of each year is a great opportunity to reflect on our Titan Mathematicians’
accomplishments and challenges. Last academic year, 2020-2021, was an historic and
exciting year. We continued gaining experience teaching online and hybrid courses.
After a long lockdown, we returned to campus in fall 2021 to teach about half of our
courses face to face, and half online and hybrid courses. In spring 2022, the plan is to
be back to teaching almost all our courses in-person. We will continue to reflect on
the opportunities that each delivery mode offers. 

This year we celebrate the American Mathematical Society Award that the CSUF
Mathematics Department received, the 2022 Award for “Mathematics Programs that
Make a Difference.” This award was many years in the making and belongs to each and
all of us in the department family. In this newsletter, you will read other examples of
the CSUF Mathematics Department in action, including research publications,
presentations, grants, collaborations with students, and changes in our faculty, among
others. 

Next year will be another exciting year. The Alumni committee is preparing the Second
Alumni Event. The online event is scheduled for March 25, 6:30-8:30pm. Details to
come. We are also working on the spring edition of this newsletter.We appreciate
suggestions for items to include in future editions. You will find a box for suggestions
in this edition.

We would like to take this opportunity to wish you and all of yours, Happy Holidays
and a fantastic 2022! 

The Alumni Relations Committee
on behalf of the CSUF Mathematics Department

M a t h e m a t i c s  e m e r i t i ,  f a c u l t y ,  a n d  s t a f f  a t  t h e  2 0 2 1  D e p a r t m e n t  P o t l u c k
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The CSUF Mathematics Department has won the national 2022 American Mathematical
Society (AMS) Programs That Make a Difference Award. This is the first time a
department within the California State University system has received such an award. 

The Programs That Make a Difference Award was set up by AMS to showcase  programs
that are succesful in addressing the equity gap of underrepresented groups in
mathematics. The goal of this award is to recognize outstanding programs that can
serve as a model for other programs to emulate. 

The Mathematics Department's graduation rates highlight how the department has
addressed this equity gap. For example from 2008 to 2020, there were 628
undergraduate students who graduated with a degree in Mathematics. Out of the 628
students, 198 (31%) were underrepresented minorities, 300 (48%) were women, and 327
(52%) were eligible to receive Pell Grants. In the same time span, 340 first-generation
students entered the Mathematics Department with 192 (31%) of whom were Latino. 

Graduation rates alone were not the only thing that made the Mathematics
Department standout. The AMS noted that the Mathematics Department has focused
considerable effort in the past decade to to develop a culture of student-faculty
research. Since the last decade, dozens of papers were co-authored by faculty and
students and published in academic journals such as the Notices of the AMS,
Proceedings of the AMS, Houston Journal of Mathematics, Japanese Journal of
Mathematics, and Taiwanese Journal of Mathematics. 
Continued on next page...

Mathematics Department Wins
National 2022 AMS Award

The latest news and updates from the CSUF Mathematics Department

M a t h e m a t i c s  p r o f e s s o r  D r .  S c o t t  A n n i n  i n  a  c l a s s  l e c t u r e
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C S U F  A l u m n i  s t u d e n t s  a t  t h e  M A A  s t u d e n t  P o s t e r  S e s s i o n
a t  t h e  2 0 1 9  J o i n t  M a t h e m a t i c a l  M e e t i n g  i n  S a n  D i e g o

L e f t  t o  r i g h t :  C a m e r o n  H o o p e r ,  F r e d d y  N u n g a r a y ,  R o b e r t o
H e r n a n d e z ,  I s a b e l  S e r r a n o ,  J a s m i n e  C a m e r o ,  O s c a r  R o c h a

R o c h a ,  A l e x a n d r o  L u n a ,  a n d  D a n i e l  Z e l a y a

An important component that
has helped foster a strong
student-faculty research
culture at the Mathematics
Department is the through the
efforts of the Center for
Computational and Applied
Mathematics (CCAM). The
CCAM program helps promote
research in computational
mathematics through
multidisciplinary
collaborations of students,
faculty, and external partner. 

The Mathematics Department's
Project MISS, or Mathematics
Intensive Summer Session, was
selected as a finalist for the
national 2021 Examples of
Excelenica Award. The program 

Mathematics
Department Program
Honored for
Encouraging Young
Women to Pursue
STEM Fields

- Excelencia in Education - bestows this award to programs that implement evidence-
based practices that promote Latinx student success in higher education.

The goals of Project MISS are to aid college bound young women to enhance their
mathematics skills and increase the likelihood that participants choose majors and
careers in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics fields. Participants have
the opportunity to improve their problem-solving abilities, meet other college-bound 
Continued on page 3.

D R .  D A V I D  P A G N I  ( L E F T )  |  P R O J E C T  M I S S  P R O G R A M
P A R T I C I P A N T S  W O R K  A S  A  T E A M  T O  S O L V E  M A T H

P R O B L E M S  ( R I G H T )

 
The Mathematics Department
will be presented with the prize
at the 2022 Joint Mathematics
Meeting in Seattle, Washington 

on January 5, 2022. To read more about the AMS award, please click here. 

2nd Mathematics Department Virtual Alumni Night 
March 25, 2022 | 6:30 - 8:30 pm
Zoom
More details to come!

http://www.ams.org/news?news_id=6883


During the first quarter of
CSUF's 2021-22 fiscal year, the
Mathematics Department
faculty and lecturers were
awarded over $765,000 in grant
funding to support various
projects across campus to offer
more opportunities and
resources to students. 

1. Dr. David Pagni was awarded
$506,806 from the National
Science Foundation (NSF) for
the project titled "Transitioning
Math Majors Into Teaching".
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young women, explore career options, learn from female role models, and take control
of their academic life. 

The program was founded by Mathematics professor, Dr. David Pagni, over 32 years
ago, and he continues to play a significant role in the administration of the program.
Since then there have been about 2,000 students who participated in the program with
98% of them going on to attend college. Many of the participants have identified as
Latinx first-generation college students. 

Mathematics Department Faculty Awarded over
$765,000 in Grant Money 

2.Dr. Sam Behseta was awarded $208,000 from the National Science Foundation (NSF)
for the "Collaborative Research HDR DSC: Data Science Traning and Practices:
Preparing a Diverse Workforce via Academic and Industrial Partnership" project.

3. Dr. Alfonso Agnew was awarded $84,106 from the California Education Learning Lab
and Governor's Office of Planning and Research (OPR) via the Regents of the University
of California, Irvine for the "Biocalculus Preparation Engagement and Application
Program" project

4. Dr. Zair Ibragimov was awarded $20,000 from the National Science Foundation (NSF)
for the project titled "California State University Louis Stokes STEM Pathways and
Research Alliance 2018-2023". Dr. Ibragimov was also awarded $63,700 from University
Enterprises, Inc. for the project titled "California State University Louis Stokes STEM
Pathways and Research Alliance 2018-23.

5. Dr. Tien Nguyen was awarded $70,000 from the United States Air Force via
Intelligent Fusion Technology for the "NSS Multi-Carrier Broadband Waveforms
Adaptation and Onboard Signal Clean-Up Using Game Theoretic, Advanced Machine
Learning and Artificial Intelligence" project.

M C C A R T H Y  H A L L
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NSF Grant Expands
Outreach for Students
to enter Data Science

Field

CSUF, in association with University of
California, Irvine and Cypress Community
College, received a $1.5 million grant
from the National Science Foundation.
The goal of this grant is to expand
outreach to underrepresented students
with hopes to encourage them to pursue
careers in the field of data science.

Mathematics professor, Sam Behseta, and
associate professor, Jessica Jaynes, have
been assigned the role of recruiting
students in a STEM major to apply for the
California Data Science Experience
Transformation Program (CADET). The
CADET program is open to any STEM
major - including students in biology,
chemistry and engineering. 

Selected students will attend a spring
class as well as a summer training camp 
 at UCI where they will collaborate with
peers on real world analytics and
modeling projects. There, they will also
be introduced to projects from data
scientists across government and
industry. Selected students may also be
eligible to receive a $5,000 stipend for
their participation. 

Through this experience, Behseta and
Jaynes hope students will gain the  math,
statistical, and computer programming
skills needed to gain employment as a
data scientist in government and
industry. 

M A T H E M A T I C S  P R O F E S S O R  S A M  B E H S E T A  ( L E F T )  A N D
A S S O C I A T E  P R O F E S S O R  -  J E S S I C A  J A Y N E S  ( R I G H T )

CSUF Awarded U.S. Army
Grant of $600,000 for

Supercomputer to Advance
Faculty, Student Research

F R O M  L E F T  T O  R I G H T :  E M E R I O  M A R T I N E Z ,  A N D R E W
P E T I T ,  S A M  B E H S E T A ,  W I L L I E  P E N G  &  J O H N  K I N G

CSUF is acquiring a new high-
performance computing (HPC) cluster
thanks to a $583,900 U.S. Army grant
awarded to researchers at the Center for
Computational and Applied Mathematics
(CCAM). Researchers at CCAM convinced
the U.S. Army that faculty and student
researchers will thoroughly utilize the
cluster to advance multidisciplinary
research across STEM majors and prepare
students to enter the workforce with
essential data analysis skills. 

The HPC cluster is a machine with
multiple units called servers or nodes and
gives researchers the capability to solve
complex computational problems and
process large amounts of data in a
fraction of the time. The new HPC cluster
isn't the first one to be awarded to the
University. CCAM acquired its first HPC in
2015 and the Center for Gravitational-
Wave Physics and Astronomy also houses
their own HPC cluster. The new HPC
cluster will reside in the university's Data
Center under the Division of Information
Technology. 
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Mathematics Department Faculty Promotions

Dr. Christopher Lyons '20

Please join us in
congratulating our
Mathematics faculty
members who have received
promotions and
distinguished lecturer
awards. 

Tenure & Promotion to
Associate Professor

T O P  R O W ,  L E F T  T O  R I G H T :  D R .  D W I G H T  W Y N N E ,  D R .  A L I S O N  M A R Z O C C H I ,  &  D R .
T O M M Y  R A T H B U N

 
B O T T O M  R O W ,  L E F T  T O  R I G H T :  D R .  C H R I S  L Y O N S ,  P R O F .  A S H L E Y  T H U N E - A G U A Y O ,

&  D R .  M A T T  R A T H B U N

Welcome Dr. Amelia Stone-Johnstone
Dr. Amelia Stone-Johnstone joined the mathematics
department Fall 2021. Dr. Stone-Johnstone received her
Ph.D. in mathematics and science education in the joint
doctoral program at San Diego State University and UC San
Diego this year. She mentions how her identity as a
mathematician, woman of color, and a daughter of
immigrant parents influences how she learns, teaches, and
interacts in the math world. 
 
How did you become interested in mathematics and in
teaching?

I always loved math! My love was taken to the next level
once I participated in an undergraduate project where I
learned more about topology, specifically knot theory.D R .  A M E L I A  S T O N E - J O H N S T O N E

Dr. Tommy Murphy
'20
Dr. Matt Rathbun '20

What is your research about? 

My research is broadly undergraduate mathematics education and developing
academic supports that can help students learn and do mathematics. My dissertation
(2021) title is "Supporting students' learning: Unpacking one institution's
implementation of the corequisite model."

Tell us about your recent funded projects.
My dissertation is all about student experiences in corequisite courses and since we
are piloting one here at CSUF I co-wrote two grant proposals to support us in
analyzing the effect that this course is having on our math majors. Both proposals
have been funded!
 
Where can we find you when you are not doing mathematics?
Playing the viola or being silly with my toddler.

Early Tenure & Promotion
to Associate Professor

Dr. Alison Marzocchi '20

Professor Ashley Thune-Aguayo '20
Dr. Dwight Wynne '21

Outstanding Lecturer



and complex Latinx and Hispanic mathematical community. The authors portray their
own individual stories and highlight their childhood and family upbringing, education,
and career paths told in their own perspectives to shed light on their experiences as
Latinx/Hispanic mathematicians. The book aims to encourage the next generation of
aspiring Latinx and Hispanic mathematicians through the various stories of people like
them. To learn more, you can click here. 
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Mathematics associate
professor, Roberto Soto, was
featured in a book that was co-
published by the American
Mathematical Society and
Mathematical Association of
America entitled Testimonios:
Stories of Latinx and Hispanic
Mathematicians. 

Per the American Mathematical
Society, the publication
compiles first-person accounts
of the dynamic, diverse, and 

Mathematics Professor Featured in AMS/MAA Publication 

D R .  R O B E R T O  S O T O  

Hot off the Press: "Tools for humanizing
mathematics classes in a virtual world (and
beyond)"
Assistant professor of Mathematics, Kristin
Kurianski, along with associate professors, Alison
Marzocchi and Roberto Soto recently had an article
published entitled Tools for humanizing
mathematics classes in a virtual world (and beyond)
in the International Journal of Mathematical
Education in Science and Technology. 

The professors explore tools math professors can
utilize to promote student engagement and foster a
sense of belonging in online classrooms. Through
their collaborative and createve approach, three
tools were devised that can achieve the goals of
student belonging and engagement: icebreakers for
student engagement, Discord chats for community
building, and VoiceThread for peer-to-peer
collaboration.

The researchers show how each tool builds upon previous research that supports
active learning and equitable math instruction practices. They also discuss ways that
these tools can be implemented in face-to-face teaching modalities. DOI:
10.1080/0020739X.2021.1985178

https://bookstore.ams.org/clrm-67/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/0020739X.2021.1985178
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Mathematics
alumnus,
Steve Stawski
'92
(Probability
and Statistics), 

Alumni
Spotlight

Video: 
Steve

Stawski
'92

Dr. Martin Bonsangue and his daughter, Dr. Jennifer Clinkenbeard (Department of
Mathematics and Statistics, CSU, Monterey Bay), recently published the article, A
comparison of American student and faculty experiences in mathematics courses during
the COVID-19 pandemic, in the International Journal of Educational Research Open
Journal. 

Based on responses from more than 2800 students and eighty mathematics faculty
members, this study found that while both faculty and students reported feelings of
disconnectedness during the pandemic, the two groups may have experienced the
impact of virtual learning very differently. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijedro.2021.100075

S T E V E  S T A W S K I  ' 9 2

Hot off the Press: "A
comparison of

American student
and faculty

experiences in
mathematics courses
during the COVID-19

pandemic"
D R .  M A R T Y  B O N S A N G E  &  D R .  J E N N I F E R  C L I N K E N B E A R D

explains how the troubleshooting and
analytical skills he obtained in his
undergraduate career at CSUF has
prepared him to become the Director of
Electronic Discovery and Forensics for
Sony. He offers advice to students
looking to get into fields of data
science and machine learning and how
to stay ahead in the ever-changing field
of tech. Learn more by watching his
alumni spotlight video here. 

Alumni
Spotlight

Video: 
Christina

Vu '19

skills as a high school math teacher. Vu
credits the program for deepening her
understanding of mathematical concepts
to teach algebra and geometry concepts to
her students. Vu details a memorable
experience she had with the graduate
program in which she partook in a
research project on lesson studies at the
college-level with Dr. Soto. Lear more by
watching her alumni spotlight video here.

Christina Vu '19,
details how her
M.A. degree in
Teaching
Mathematics
sharpened her
mathematical
knowledge and C H R I S T I N A  V U  ' 1 9

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2666374021000455?via%3Dihub
http://www.fullerton.edu/math/alumni/spotlight/steve-stawski.php
http://www.fullerton.edu/math/alumni/spotlight/christina-vu.php


Much of his career can be associated with pushing the department into the modern
era: He was technologically savvy, and he was heavily leaned on as the department was
hurtled into the age of email, the internet, and personal computers in the 1990's. Our
early web presence was due to Ernie. He was an early proponent of reform calculus,
and while the department was split on its merits, there is much about reform calculus
that anticipates the use of technology and active learning in its more accepted 2021
form. Evidently, Ernie was ahead of his time! 

He was dedicated to helping students, and it was common to find many students
working outside his office. His varied contributions are too numerous to list here, but
in addition to the above, he played a leadership role in the Louis Stokes Alliance for
Minority Participation program for a period and was one of the main designers of our
MH476 and MH 480 smart calculus rooms, which were quite revolutionary at the time. 

He had a major impact on many students and math majors in particular. Some of these
students completed advanced degrees with the foundation he provided, and some of
those would even return to CSUF as faculty. A truly impressive career from a dedicated
colleague and educator!  
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Dr. 
Ernie Solheid 

enters
Retirement

D R .  E R N I E  S O L H E I D  ( 2 N D  F R O M  L E F T )  W I T H  D R .  A G N E W ,
M A T H E M A T I C S  D E P A R T M E N T  C H A I R  ( L E F T )  A N D  F O R M E R
D E P A R T M E N T  C H A I R S  D R .  M A R T Y  B O N S A N G U E  ( C E N T E R ) ,
D R .  P A U L  D E L A N D  ( 2 N D  F R O M  R I G H T )  A N D  D R .  J I M  F R I E L

( R I G H T )  A T  T H E  2 0 2 1  H O L I D A Y  P O T L U C K

Ernie Solheid (PhD, UW-Madison) joined
the math faculty at CSUF in August 1988.
He is an algebraist by training, but his
teaching contributions were strongly felt
across the lower-division and upper-
division pure math curriculum. He was
heavily involved in curriculum
development and coordination, including
the areas of college algebra, precalculus,
calculus, and introduction to proof. 

Math Department Alumni, Faculty, and Students
Share their Expertise at Mathematics Conference
The California Mathematics Council held its 62nd Annual Math Conference in Palm
Springs November 5 and 6, 2021. This year’s theme was “Time to Unmute: Amplifying
Diverse Voices.” The meeting was the first in-person professional learning experience
in many months.  The program included more than 200 sessions for every grade level
and every interest for mathematics teachers, leaders and coaches.  

Mathematics teachers and alumni from the CSUF Mathematics Department shared their
expertise in many areas, including social justice, diversity, equity and assessment in
mathematics learning and teaching.  Presenters included the following.
Continued on Page 14...



Marisa Katsuda ‘18 (B.A. in
Mathematics) teaches at
the Haskell STEM
Academy.  Marisa co-
presented with her former
master teacher, Nick
Navarro, a session on
Emerging Math-Linguals:
Diversity, Equity, Culture,
Voices. Marisa is a first-
year graduate student in
the CSUF Masters in
Mathematics Program,
Teaching Option.

Jessica Alvarado, 02 (B.A.
in Mathematics, Teaching
Option) and Ryan Kile, 05’
(B.A. in Mathematics,
Teaching Option) teach at
Anaheim High School and 

co-presented the session Equitable Technology Use To Empower All Students.

Jennifer Fuentes, ’04 (MA in Mathematics, Teaching Option) and Karen Clark Yamamoto
from Western High School co-presented Unmute Student Thinking Through Structured
Strategies.

Scott Johnson, ’93 (B.A. in Mathematics, Teaching Option) from Brea Jr. High School
and Tor Ormseth from the STEAM Academy @ Burke Middle School (El Rancho Unified
School District) co-presented Developing Student Voices Through Project-Based
Learning 

Ruth Gadea, ’13 (B.A. in Mathematics, Teaching Option) and Ramona Martinez co-
presented Engaging Students in Self-Assessment, Reflection and Tasks.

Also at the conference, Dr. Marzocchi along
with three of her student researchers,
Alexis Di Pasqua, Evelyn Pohle, and Emily
Rumaldo lead a workshop with 6-12th grade
teachers on how to modify mathematics
problems/exercises to be more inclusive of
diverse ethnicities and genders and to
include more authentic examples of STEM
careers. 
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M A R I S A  K A T S U D A  ( H A S K E L L  S T E M  A C A D E M Y )  A N D  
N I C K  N A V A R R O  ( N O R W A L K  H I G H  S C H O O L )

 

L E F T  T O  R I G H T :  D R .  A L I S O N  M A R Z O C C H I ,  E M I L Y  R U M A L D O ,
A L E X I S  D I  P A S Q U A  &  E V E L Y N  P O H L E
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D R .  G L E S S E R  A N D  H I S  M A T H  3 0 2  S T U D E N T S  A T  C A R B O N
C A N Y O N  R E G I O N A L  P A R K

Dr. Adam Glesser met with several
students from his Fall 2021 Math 302
course at Carbon Canyon Regional
Park. Since the course is virtual, he had
only ever met one of these students in
person and they had never met each
other. In an attempt to build
community, he hosted a potluck
gathering in the park. 

E M I L Y  R U M A L D O  &  E F R E N  R O J A S  I N  C E N T R A L  P A R K ,  N E W
Y O R K  C I T Y ,  N Y

Undergraduate students, Efren Rojas
and Emily Rumaldo, spent Summer 2021
in New Jersey teaching mathematics to
low-income, first-generation high
school students in the Upward Bound
Math/Science Program. They lived in
the dorms while mentoring and
teaching the students and they spent
their free time in New York City. 

In other news...

Last year, many children missed out
on the beloved tradition of visiting

with Santa Claus. This year, Dr. Marty
Bonsangue had a solution and made

this season a little brighter by
hosting a drive-through visit with

Santa Claus for the CSUF
mathematics faculty and alumni. Dr.

Bonsangue dressed as Santa Claus
and every child in attendance

received a Christmas present. The
event was a success since each child
got a stuffed animal from children’s

literature, each mommy got a red
rose, and smiles were in abundance. 

 
 

S A N T A  C L A U S  ( A K A  D R .  B O N S A N G U E )  W I T H  T H E  F A M I L Y  O F  C S U F
A L U M  D W A N  H U Y N H  ' 1 1  ( M . A .  I N  M A T H E M A T I C S ,  T E A C H I N G )

D U R I N G  T H E  “ S A F E  S A N T A  V I S I T ,  2 0 2 1 . ”
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Contribute to the Department

70302 (Department of
Mathematics): To support the
greatest needs in the Mathematics
Department.

There are many different opportunities
to support the Mathematics
Department and its students. Use the
links below to learn more about
donating to various funds associated
with the Mathematics Department: 

70303 (DeLand Mathematics Fellowship): To support the DeLand Mathematics
Fellowships
70314 (Stiel Prize for Excellence in Mathematics Endowment): To support an annual
scholarship to an exceptional math student as selected by Mathematics faculty.
70340 (Math Scholarship Account): Funds provide scholarships, awards, and gift for
scholars in the Math Department.
70347 (Mathematical Circle): To support research and testing activities in in
Mathematics. 
70348 (Gerald Gannon Fund): To support a graduate scholarship for a student
enrolled in the Master of Arts in Teaching program in the Department of
Mathematics. 
70300 (Project MISS): For discretionary use by Project MISS (Mathematics Intensive
Summer Session. 

Planned Gifts
Planned and Estate giving provides another avenue for supporting the Department,
often with beneficial tax implications. If you’re interested in learn more, please visit
the CSUF Planned Giving site or reach out to us to have a conversation.

Tell us what you think!
If you have any questions, comments, suggestions, feedback,
or would like to contribute a story, please contact Dr.
Armando Martinez-Cruz at amartinez-cruz@fullerton.edu.

https://giving.fullerton.edu/giving.aspx?szAccount_no=70302
https://giving.fullerton.edu/giving.aspx?szAccount_no=70303
https://giving.fullerton.edu/giving.aspx?szAccount_no=70314
https://giving.fullerton.edu/giving.aspx?szAccount_no=70340
https://giving.fullerton.edu/giving.aspx?szAccount_no=70347
https://giving.fullerton.edu/giving.aspx?szAccount_no=70348
https://giving.fullerton.edu/giving.aspx?szAccount_no=70300
https://csufplannedgift.org/
mailto:amartinez-cruz@fullerton.edu
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Mathematics Summer Research Program 
& DeLand Summer Research Posters

V I V I  N G O

D R .  S A M  B E H S E T A

The Mathematics Department would like to acknowledge our students who were selected to participate in the Mathematics
Summer Research Program and DeLand Summer Research Fellowship during the Summer 2021 term.  These summer research
programs provide faculty-mentored research opportunities for students. This opportunity provides students with the ability
to develop oral and written communication skills, enhances graduate school workforce preparedness, lessens our students
financial burden by providing research stipends, and leads to a more robust research infrastructure in our department.
Below are a selection of the research posters generated from the student research conducted from these programs. 
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C A R O L Y N N  C A O

C H R I S T I N E  G A M E Z

E V E L Y N  P O H L E

D R .  A L I S O N
M A R Z O C H H I
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W E I H U A  W U

D R .  J E S S I C A  J A Y N E S
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