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“EDUCATION MUST BE CONCEIVED AS A CONTINUING 
RECONSTRUCTION OF EXPERIENCE; THAT THE PROCESS AND THE 
GOAL OF EDUCATION ARE ONE AND THE SAME THING.”----- JOHN 
DEWEY



“LET’S TALK ABOUT IT: 
UNDERSTANDING PARENTAL HISTORICAL TRAUMA AND THE 
EFFECT ON SECOND-GENERATION CAMBODIAN AMERICAS 
CAN STRENGTHEN THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PARENT AND 
CHILD.



OVERVIEW

 Historical Background of parents
 Have you ever shared your experience with your child?

 Why communication is important? 
 Academic challenges: Low academic achievement rate and high mental health 

among later generations.

 Key Findings from research-what second generation said about their parents

 Recommendations for Practice



HISTORICAL BACKGROUNDS

 Have you shared your 
historical experience 
with your child?
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WHY COMMUNICATION IS IMPORTANT?

 To understand the impact of historical trauma on the children or grandchildren of 
Cambodian genocide survivors in relationship to higher education. 

 To begin a conversation about historical trauma to heal, forgive, and build a sense 
of purpose and stability for survivors’ offspring to continue their resiliency of 
having the courage to build a new life in another country. 

 To fill a gap in the literature on the affects of historical trauma on the educational 
attainment of the children of Cambodian genocide survivors.



RESEARCH QUESTIONS
 To what extent are the children of Cambodian genocide 

survivors affected by the trauma their parents experienced 
and what form does this inherited trauma take?

 What home experiences enhance or hinder the academic 
aspirations and outcomes of the children of Cambodian 
genocide survivors?

 What are the supportive networks and actions that foster 
hope and positive development for second generation 
Cambodian Americans?



KEYS FINDINGS
 Denial
 Unresolved Grief
 PTSD
 Have educational aspiration, but lack knowledge of system to assist children in 

educational process
 Resiliency
 Overprotective
 Language Barrier
 Lack of parental guidance



RECOMMENDATIONS

 Cambodian language studies

 Cambodian genocide studies

 Data disaggregation

 Restoring Self-in a community

 Cultivate/promote Cambodian teachers and counselors



FUTURE LEARNING

 Continue to explore the experiences of second and third generations to 
understand whether their knowledge of their parents’ past hinder or enhance 
their resiliency. 

 Continue to explore factors that will assist in the interruption of transmission of 
trauma.

 Explore the experiences of survivors who lived through the genocide but did not 
suffer persecution. Such research could lead to truth and reconciliation.



QUESTIONS & FEEDBACK
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