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 Each year, many people of Chinese, Korean, and Vietnamese descent celebrate Lunar New Year in 

addition to  the Western New Year. Unlike the Western New Year, which always falls on January 1st of the 

Gregorian calendar, Lunar New Year seemingly falls on different days each year due to being based on a  

lunar calendar, which dictates that Lunar New Year begins on the first new moon of the first lunar month. 

Although people of Chinese, Korean, and Vietnamese celebrate Lunar New Year on the same day, each  

culture celebrates the incoming new year with different traditions.  

 Chinese  New Year, now known as the “Spring Festival,” has celebrations running from the day before 

Lunar New Year all the way to the Lantern Festival. Traditionally, Chinese New Year is a time to honor deities 

as well as ancestors. To prepare for the new year, families thoroughly clean the house in order to sweep 

away bad luck and welcome new incoming good luck. The house, especially the windows and doors are 

adorned with red decorations. Older adults, especially married couples ,give out new money in red paper  

envelopes  (hong bao) to younger children for good luck.  The amount of money given in an envelope varies, 

but the amount tends to end in an even number since odd numbered money gifts are associated with death.  
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If you would like to intern or volunteer at NRCAL, please contact us at nrcal@fullerton.edu 

Technology Tips for Teachers 
The Best Interactive Web Tools for Educators 

http://www.edudemic.com/best-web-tools/ 

Best Tools for Organization and Planning: 

Evernote: One of the best online note taking apps out there!  Evernote allows you to keep photos and 

recordings in addition to regular notes in one convenient place. 

Dropbox: Dropbox can be utilized from a tablet, smart phone, or  laptop, making it an ideal  app for  

digital file storage. 

Best Tools for Teacher Development: 

Edutopia: This website contains resources in the forms of articles and videos from experts of blended 

learning, flipped classrooms, and more. Also has a discussion board.  

Harvard Graduate School of Education:  Teachers are able to watch streaming talks and read  

articles from education leaders. Also contains a searchable “Usable Knowledge” that contains  

research. 

Teaching Channel:  This website contains hundreds of videos on all sorts of topics, plus the blog  

provides tips on how to integrate material from different subjects. 

 Celebrations for Korean New Year, known as Seollal, lasts for three days, (the day before the new 

year, the day during the new year, and the day after  the new year) unlike the long , drawn out celebrations 

of Chinese New Year.  As a family holiday, many Koreans return to their hometowns and perform an  

ancestral ritual called charye . Preparation for the new year tends to be very costly, especially in regards to 

food, since food prices are inflated during this time due to increase demand.  On the day before new year, 

Koreans pay their respects to the ancestors by bowing to a table full of food offerings to the ancestors. It is 

customary for people to pray for the well-being of all family members. People also dress in traditional  

Korean clothing called hanbok. Children also participate in a ritual of filial piety known as Sebae, where each 

child wishes their elders a happy new year with a deep bow.  Then, the elders give each child new year’s 

money along with some words of wisdom.  

 Vietnamese New Year, or Tết Nguyên Đán, is the most important celebration in Vietnamese culture. 

Like people who celebrate Chinese New Year, Vietnamese people prepare for the beginning of the new year 

by cleaning the house and cooking special holiday food.  Generally, each family decorates their house with 

fresh plants, such as  chrysanthemums and marigolds, which symbolize longevity. Fireworks displays have 

become increasingly popular in both the United States and Vietnam. Every year, there is a loud parade filled 

with people making as much noise as possible (using bells, firecrackers and other noisy soundmakers) in  

order to ward off evil spirits.  The parade also features Lion Dancing or Mua Lan. A Lan is a mythical animal 

that is a cross between a lion and a dragon. During the Lion Dance, multiple dancers  share one large Lan 

costume and entertain the crowds. Vietnamese people also have a tradition of giving away money in red 

envelopes  for good luck.  

http://www.edudemic.com/best-web-tools/
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Check This Out... 

Please contact nrcal@fullerton.edu if you would like to facilitate 

a Webinar. 

For archived webinars see  www.nrcal.org/webinars.html 

When: February 19, 2017 

Time: 12:55pm 

Where: Various movie theaters 

Allegiance  Screening 

Hosted by the UCSD Nikkei Student Union, the event is 

open to anyone interested in what happened to  

Japanese-Americans during World War II. The event fea-

tures a public screening of “Stand up for Justice: The 

Ralph Lazo Story” and a Q&A session with Japanese 

American Citizen League board members. 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1133407483386428/

# 

CSUF News 

CSUF’s Center for Oral and Public History recently 

received two new grants from the National Park 

Service and the National Endowment for the  

Humanities that will help them digitize over 250 

oral histories  and documents related to the  

confinement of Japanese-Americans during 

World War II. As more former internees die, it is  

imperative that this part of history is not  

forgotten by  later generations  

http://www.ocregister.com/articles/japanese-

726764-hansen-americans.html 

CSUF’s Japanese American Oral  
History Project UCSD Day of Remembrance   

One day only! After the unprecedented amount of 

attendees to the musical’s first film screening,  

Fathom Events, the organizer of Allegiance’s  

premiere on December 13th, is hosting an encore 

viewing on Sunday, February 19th, which coincides 

with the 75th anniversary of Executive Order 9066, 

the mandate that required the forced relocation and 

internment of Japanese Americans during World War 

II. Allegiance is inspired by George Takei’s experiences 

living through World War II’s American internment 

camps. 

http://allegiancemusical.com/ 

When: February 19th, 2017 

Time: 6:30pm-8:30pm 

Where: UCSD, Comunidad Room 

9500 Gilman Dr. 

What if Heroes Were Not Welcome 
Home? 

The Fullerton Arboretum’s Orange County  

Agricultural and Nikkei Heritage  Museum is  

currently hosting the traveling exhibit, “What if  

Heroes Were Not Welcome Home.” The exhibit  

uses photos, letters, and other historical documents  

to illustrate the discrimination Japanese-American  

soldiers faced when they returned home after  

World War II. The exhibit is open from January 15  

to February 12, 2017. There will be a special event  

each Sunday until the exhibit closes.  

http://news.fullerton.edu/2017wi/Arboretum-Heroes-

Exhibit.aspx 
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SAVE THE DATE! 

 

 

  

 

The contents of this newsletter were developed under a grant from the Department of Education. However, those contents do not necessarily 

represent the policy of the Department of Education, and you should not assume endorsement by the Federal Government 

Stay Connected with the Center! 

EMAIL: 

NRCAL@FULLERTON.EDU 

PINTEREST:  NRCAL 

 

WWW.NRCAL .ORG 

WWW.ED.FULLERTON.EDU/NRCAL/ 

FACEBOOK:  /NRCAL  

TWITTER:  @NRCALCSUF 

 Center Partners 

 

February 7, 8, 9, 2017: 

2017 NRCAL Spring Professional Development Seminar 

     April 25, 2017: 

   World Languages and Careers Day 

June 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 2017: 

2017 NRCAL Intensive Summer Institute  


