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Topics 

Our topics are relevant to K-12 students in most U.S. 

school system. We welcome both children fiction and 

non-fiction books. Topics include: 

 About me  - Con  

  Friends - Bạn bè  

  Family -   Gia đình  

  Food -  Thực Phẩm  

  Animals – Sinh Vật  

  Nature – Thiên Nhiên 

 Transportation– Hệ Thống Giao Thông  

 Neighborhood –Chung Quanh Khu Em 

 

Grading Criteria  

 Topic’s relevancy – Nội Dung có Liên Quan tới 

Thiếu Nhi  (20%) 

 Language Appropriateness – Dùng Ngôn Ngữ 

Thích Hợp (20%) 

 Structure – Bố Cục (20%) 

 Grammar and Syntax – Hành Vă (20 POINTS) 

 Originality – Có Tính Cách Độc Đáo (10%) 

 Tone – Giọng Văn  (10%) 

Examples of topics, grading criteria and more book 

samples at:     www.fullerton.edu/nrcal  

Thầy cô luôn dạy rằng học sinh 
không nên cãi nhau và không 
nên đánh nhau 

Đây là bàn ăn.                                Đây là cái ghế 

.           Đây là kệ sách.                         Đây là cái tủ 

Book Samples 
Khi em bất hòa với một bạn cùng 

lớp, em nên tìm cách giải hòa. 

Làm Hòa Với Bạn 

Đây là mộ số bước để giúp học 

sinh làm hòa với nhau 

 

Trước hết, em giữ bình tĩnh và đề 

nghị bạn ngưng cãi nhau... 

Register on Eventbrite.com      Information at     www.fullerton.edu/nrcal 

http://www.fullerton.edu/nrcal/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/vietnamese-book-writing-contest-tickets-36554117349?aff=es2
http://www.fullerton.edu/nrcal/
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American Council of the Teaching of 

Foreign Languages       ACTFL 

News: Congratulations Westminster School District (WSD)  for 

your Golden Bell Award! First in California: Increasing English 

Acquisition through Vietnamese Dual Language Immersion.  

The ACTFL Annual Convention and World Languages Expo 
is an international event bringing together more than 7,000 
language educators from all languages, levels, and 
assignments. This convention consists of more than 800 
educational sessions and workshops that focus on innovative 
programs, emerging trends that impact the language 
profession, and research-informed practices.  
 
There will be a keynote speaker event “ Stories from 
Cultures Around the World” featureing Bill Weir, the host 
and executive producer of CNN’s The Wonder List with Bill 
Weir.   

Dr. Natalie Tran and Dr. Bang Lang Do will be 

presenting on “Exploring the Nexus of World Lan-

guage Instruction and Technology”:  

promoting NRCAL’s Professional Development for 

K-16 Language Teachers on June 9th. 

News:   2017 Annual Convention and World Languages 

The CSBA Golden Bell Awards promotes excellence in education and school board 

governance by recognizing outstanding programs and governance practices of school 

boards in school districts and county offices of education throughout California. Golden 

Bell Awards reflect the depth and breadth of education programs and governance deci-

sions supporting these programs that are necessary to address students’ changing needs. 

DeMille Elementary, from WSD, was recognized by the California School Board Asso-

ciation  for increasing Language Acquisition for English Learners (EL) and college pre-

paredness thanks to three years of Vietnamese English Dual Language Immersion 

(DLI). The award was under the English Acquisition Category.  

Thirty years of DLI research supports it as the most effec-

tive method to increase EL achievement. As a K-8 district 

with a population of nearly 10,000 students with 50% 

English Learners, the program meets the needs of stu-

dents, families and communities.  

DeMille’s teachers, administrators and friend: Thuy Vy Le 

Tran, Patty Pelton, Quynh Tram Vu, Huong Dang, Renaer 

Bryant, Shannon Villanueva, Janice Kamada, Tracey Gaglio, 

Frances T Nguyen 

Photo credit: Renae Bryant 
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News:  Educating California English Learners  

 After proposition 58 in 2016, beginning in July of 2017, California schools seeking to provide bilingual instruction will no 

longer need to be considered exceptions to the requirement of English-only instruction. Instead, schools may use a variety of 

instructional methods to promote English proficiency for their English Learners (EL) population, including bilingual educa-

tion. This new law also stipulates that districts must identify how community members believe EL students should be 

taught. 

 In this way, the law opens the door for schools to use different methods of instruction to find the best fit for their EL popu-

lations. There is emerging evidence that over the long term ELs enrolled in dual language immersion programs have higher 

levels of achievement and rates of reclassification (e.g., achieving English language proficiency and exiting EL status) than 

ELs enrolled in other types of instructional programs. 

Early evidence suggests that the dual language immersion programs at DeMille (Vietnamese/English) and Willmore 

(Spanish/English) have also promoted EL and non-EL integration due to their popularity with parents. Since 1947 (Mendez 

v. Westminster), the issue of Latino and EL student segregation has not abated. In Westminster, many families choose to 

attend schools close to where they live and those who are more affluent select not to attend schools with large numbers of 

low-income students. As a result, there are wide variations in EL enrollment between schools in Westminster and only a 

handful of schools educate equal numbers of Asian, Latino, and White students.  

Those schools with the lowest levels of EL enrollment educate a disproportionately high number of white students, which 

mirrors larger national trends suggesting that EL students are triply segregated by language, socioeconomic status, and race. 

Some researchers and advocates argue that dual language immersion programs could help bolster integration due to their 

popularity with families of all backgrounds. 

According to Natalie Tran, director of the National Resource Center for Asian Languages (NRCAL) at California State Uni-

versity, Fullerton, “community engagement is key to dual language immersion. There are a lot of resources in the communi-

ty such as heritage language schools that have been around for decades. The challenge is to draw on these resources and 

align them to mainstream education.”  

This need for cultural sensitivity tied to language is particularly true for Vietnamese programs, given the tensions around 

using resources published in Vietnam. There are differences in the Vietnamese language that have made some words be-

come highly contested. Tran notes that there are two streams of Vietnamese language, “Pre-1975” (which is spoken by the 

majority of those living in Westminster) and “Post-1975” (which is spoken in Vietnam.) Beyond being sensitive to lan-

guage, NRCAL’s books and resources are designed to be applicable and relevant to children’s everyday experiences such as 

going to school and making friends. The books are structured to be like early readers that help students learn common sight 

words in Vietnamese. In addition, the center has created assessments that can be used to track student’s oral proficiency in 

Vietnamese. Tran notes that NRCAL’s partnership with Westminster and other districts, including Highline Public Schools 

and Garden Grove School District, has allowed for a sharing of resources and led the organization to see the importance of 

developing greater supports for Vietnamese programs. NRCAL plans to publish a Vietnamese dual language immersion pro-

gram implementation guide so that other districts do not have to build these programs from scratch 

 

School administrators Mrs. Bryant and Villanueva developed a “Top Ten” list of essential elements for dual language im-

mersion program design and implementation: at the top is relationships, a theme that resonated in conversations with multi-

ple district and program leaders. First, there are the relationships within the district that need to be forged in order to pro-

mote collaboration and build on the expertise of staff working across programs such as early childhood education and lan-

guage acquisition. Second come relationships within school buildings to help integrate dual language immersion programs 

into the larger school community and secure understanding from teachers and parents on how the strand will benefit the 

school. Finally, there are the relationships created with the larger community to help develop buy-in from city leadership, 

facilitate outreach and recruitment, and ensure the development of a culturally-responsive program. 

Source: Amaya Garcia, Education Policy Program of NewAmerica.org 

https://na-production.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/Westminster-SD.pdf
https://www.newamerica.org/


Phone: (657)  278 - 4335  

Email: nrcal@fullerton.edu 

Check us  out at 

www.fullerton.edu/nrcal/ 

2600 Nutwood Ave. Suite 610 
Fullerton, CA 92831   

TECHNOLOGY TIP -       Apps for language acquisition 

 

 

 

 

National Resource Center for Asian Languages 

 

NRCAL STAFF: 

Director:                 Dr. Natalie Tran  

Assistant Director: Dr. Bang Lang Do 

Student Assistants: Reyna Perez 

                                Dhaivat Dave 

  Chi Nguyen 

The National Resource Center for Asian Languages (NRCAL) was designed to improve the  

nation’s capacity for the teaching and learning of Asian languages including Vietnamese,    

Korean, Chinese, and Japanese. NRCAL’s main focus is to improve the teaching, learning, 

and    research of Asian languages in the United States by drawing on the expertise of Asian 

language scholars,  educators, and community stakeholders.  

Training students to be bilingual not only enhances their cognition, employment opportuni-

ties, and cultural competency, but also improves national business development, innovation, 

and security. Our goals are achievable through collaboration with K-12 school districts and       

community-based organizations.  

Welcome NRCAL’s new Student Assistant & Intern ! 

Chi Nguyen, a CSUF Master  student in Information System and Data Analyt-

ics, Business Analytics concentration, with a BA degree in International Studies (in 

Business) from UCI. Chi is fluent in Polish, Vietnamese, English. Passionate about 

culture, international business, languages, she hopes to serve in 

field of international business. 

David Vo is a senior  at CSUF, major ing in Health Science and minor ing in 

Asian Studies. He was a pharmacy technician and is now furthering his educa-

tion to pursue other opportunities in the medical field. 

Drops’ lessons have 100 words buckets covering food, drinks, numbers and hotel terms. 

There is no typing. Using only swipes and taps, you can match pictures, unscramble letters, 

and play quick games for 5 minutes a day. The emphasis is on nouns, not grammar, and there 

is no quiz on pronunciation. Previous knowledge of the alphabet or characters is necessary, if 

your language is character-based  (Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Vietnamese…) The upgrade 

version is $2/month for unlimited time (more than 5 minutes a day). As with any app, you can 

like them on facebook for extra time.  

 

Memrise is customizable. You decide how many words to learn per  lesson. You earn 

points, collect badges, and receive a lot of positive reinforcement. There are video clips from 

native speakers after which you choose from a set of words the ones that were spoken, but 

there is little opportunity for you to practice your pronunciation. The Pro version is $9/month. 

This version adds a chatbot for more conversation practices, adaptive technology (the app 

adapts to your performance  level) and more videos of native speakers. 

http://www.fullerton.edu/nrcal/



