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What are ePortfolios?

 An ePortfolio is a collection of materials that documents student 
accomplishments, and may include reflections on the learning process and 
its outcomes. 

 Since ePortfolios are electronic, they:
 Require students to organize their thoughts and materials using an electronic 

interface similar to a personal webpage

 Allow for the presentation and interlinking of various media types

 Are easily shared and continuously edited



Why use ePortfolios?

 Learning purposes include:
 *Reflecting upon learning processes and outcomes
 Organizing and presenting learning accomplishments & experiences
 Developing self-assessment skills

 Learning how to use technology to support lifelong learning

 Learning benefits include:
 Personalizing the learning experience

 Showcasing best work can increase self-confidence
 Allowing students to draw connections between their various learning 

experiences over the year/semester and beyond
 To help assess and monitor aspects of learning; documents growth over time

 Enhances critical thinking
 Share with potential employers; college applications





Planning to Use Portfolios



Planning:
In a Graphic

Purpose:  Why 
portfolios?

Outcomes
(three kinds of 

communication?)

Tasks that meet the outcomes

Student 
reflection Assessment

audiences



Seven Steps to Planning ePortfolios
1. Set assessment purpose. 

2. Identify instructional outcomes that reflect the assessment purpose. 

3. Identify instructional tasks that match the outcomes. 

4. Determine how students will reflect on their work. What self-assessment, 
goal-setting, and metacognitive tasks will you include?

5. Decide how you will determine criteria for the portfolio assessment. 
 How will you and your students decide what to include in the portfolio? 

 How will you and your students assess individual pieces of work? 

 What types of rubrics and checklists will you use?

6. Determine the organization and logistics. 

7. Decide if and how parents, families, and others will participate. 

Source:  The National Capital Language 
Resource Center (NCLRC)

http://www.nclrc.org/portfolio/about.html


Outcomes 
Driven



Organizing and Constructing the 
Portfolios:  Guiding Questions
 Who selects the artifacts?  Teacher, student, or a mix?

 Who decides upon the organization of the portfolio?  Teacher or student?
 Formative portfolio:  Chronological?

 Summative portfolio:  Thematic?

 By external standards?  (Kinds of communication?  Can Do Statements?)



Typical Generic Organization of an 
ePortfolio
 Introduction (Information about the author, the purpose of the portfolio, 

and a hit to its contents)

 Table of Contents

 Major Sections (based on outcomes)
 Artifacts

 Student reflections

 Room for reader response

 Conclusion, goal setting



Sample Artifacts
 Scanned work samples

 Essays

 Photographs 

 Video recordings

 Audio recordings

 Attestations (assessments by other listeners)

 Multimedia projects
 Digital stories

 Narrated whiteboard presentations

 Fotobabble

 Voki



Sample Reflection (or Annotation) 
Prompts
1. Please write about the context (unit, lesson) in which you did this work. 

2. What did you learn from doing this work? 

3. Why did you include this piece in your portfolio? 

4. What objective(s) were you working toward when you did this work? Did 
you meet the objective(s)? 

5. What learning strategies did you use when you were doing this work? Did 
they help you?

6. What did you learn from doing this piece?



LinguaFolio Example of ePortfolio



Sample Table of Contents

NC Public Schools

Remember:  
Driven by 

outcomes.

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CB4QFjAAahUKEwiP3eaIoOvGAhUMSZIKHeyxAXc&url=http://www.ncpublicschools.org/docs/curriculum/worldlanguages/resources/aaa/porta7.pdf&ei=R7itVc-dAYySyQTs44a4Bw&usg=AFQjCNFR


Assessing ePortfolios:  Some Options

 Give an overall assessment using a holistic or analytic rubric for the entire 
portfolio.

 Use graded artifacts and assess only the reflective pieces and other new 
components.

 Include un-assessed work and use rubrics for individual entries in addition to 
overall assessment of the portfolio (particularly if you are using the portfolio 
for determining student competence in meeting language outcomes).



Sample Holistic Scoring Guide for Entire 
Portfolio



Sample Rubric:  Analytical Rubric for 
One Section of the Portfolio



Intro to Evernote

 Desktop vs. web version
 Evernote apps for mobile devices, continuous syncing = ease of access
 Evernote organization = collection/stack of notebooks

 Within each notebook has pages = notes
On a note, you can include:

Typed text
Audio recordings
 Include attachments – photos, videos, documents, etc.

 Share a note or notebook with others
 Deliver a presentation









Let’s try it out!
 Go to Evernote.com

 Sign up/Create an Account



Other ePortfolio options…

 Build a website using:
 Sites.google.com 
Weebly.com

 Professional ePortfolio websites:
 Brightspace.com/products/eportfolio (K-12, 30-day free trial)
 Foliotek.com (school account)



Some “Get Started” Tips

 Start small, start manageable

 Limit the amount of technology to meet students’ digital proficiency levels

 Make them lower stakes to begin.

 Work with colleagues.



Best Wishes!
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