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“For the lowest levels of 
proficiency one needs to select 

texts that deal with familiar, 
interesting topics or present 

cultural information.” 
(Omaggio Hadley, 2001) 



Activity: Antique Market

Students will be able to
• ask for a price saying, “How much is 

this/that/that one over there?” pointing at an 
item.

• understand the price a seller gives.
• compare the price and buy the most 

appropriate item. 
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Students already learned:
• The “Noun A is a Noun B” structure such 

as “I am a student./ My name is James.” 
and its question equivalent

• Numbers from 0 to 99

Activity: Antique Market



Students already learned:
• The “Noun A is a Noun B” structure such as “I 

am a student./ My name is James.” and its 
question equivalent

• Numbers from 0 to 99

Students are learning:
• Demonstrative pronouns
• “How much is it?”
• Numbers over 100 up to 10,000

Activity: Antique Market



Authentic materials for practicing reading 
prices in Japanese: newspaper fliers and 
menus. 

http://mysuper.jp/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/44202-u.jpg

Practice Reading Prices 

http://mysuper.jp/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/44202-u.jpg


Authentic materials for practicing reading 
prices in Japanese: newspaper fliers and 
menus. 
http://mysuper.jp/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/44202-u.jpg
http://mos.jp/menu/
http://krispykreme.jp/menu/doughnut/
http://www.pizza-la.co.jp/MenuList.aspx?ListId=Pizza

Students can identify unique products found 
only in Japan.

Practice Reading Prices 

http://mysuper.jp/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/44202-u.jpg
http://mos.jp/menu/
http://krispykreme.jp/menu/doughnut/
http://www.pizza-la.co.jp/MenuList.aspx?ListId=Pizza
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Why “antique/flea market”?

Students must use this phrase when they 
shop at a flea market and an antique market 

in which sellers do not put a price tag on 
each item. 

Activity: Antique Market 



Antique Market and 
Flea Market



Connecting to Cultural knowledge

Where are antique markets and flea markets  held in 
in the U.S.A.? 

In Japan, most antique markets are located in a 
temple and a Shinto shrine.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rCsBzK9faMc
As for a flea market, event halls and streets are used.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w6pfoBbVqYs

Activity: Antique Market

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w6pfoBbVqYs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w6pfoBbVqYs


http://www.kottouichi.jp/calendar/calendar-kansai.htm

1. 北野天満宮の骨董市

Using these information, students can compare and 
contrast information of three different locations in later 

chapters as a level appropriate reading practice. 

http://www.kottouichi.jp/calendar/calendar-kansai.htm


http://www.kottouichi.jp/calendar/calendar-kansai.htm

Using these information, students can compare and 
contrast information of three different locations in later 

chapters as a level appropriate reading practice. 

2. 東寺の骨董市

http://www.kottouichi.jp/calendar/calendar-kansai.htm


3. 筥崎宮の骨董市

http://www.kottouichi.jp/calendar/calendar-kansai.htm
Using these information, students can compare and 

contrast information of three different locations in later 
chapters as a level appropriate reading practice. 

http://www.kottouichi.jp/calendar/calendar-kansai.htm


Activity 
• Students bring three items they want to 

sell and do a mock-flea market.

Activity: Mock-Flea Market

Note:

一番(いちばん)ほしいもの Item I want to get most
店(みせ) store
値段(ねだん) price

二番目(にばんめ)にほしいものSecond item I want to get
店(みせ) store
値段(ねだん) price



Practice for interview test
• Each student is shopping in my antique 

store. He/she needs to buy cheaper one 
after they ask prices of two items. 

Interview Test
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Scenario of the interview test

Seller: Welcome to my store.
Customer: How much is this (name of item)
Seller: That one is ____yen.
Customer: Then, how much is that (name of 
item) over there?
Seller: That one over there is ____yen. 
Customer: Then, please give me (the 
cheaper one).



More Ideas!



Activity 1
Almost all department stores in Japan have 
a huge food court in the basement. After 
showing a video shot in a department store 
in Japan and ask students what they 
witnessed using currently introduced 
grammar “there is/are” structure.

Other ideas for shopping:
Department Store



Activity 2
With a floor guide of Japanese department 
store, students practice reading Japanese 
characters. Also, they can find an 
appropriate floor to buy items they are asked 
to purchase. For example, “You want to buy 
a cloth for your sister’s child. Which floor you 
have to go? ” 

Other ideas for shopping:
Department Store



Other ideas for shopping:
Department Store

Activity 2



日本のデパートで
かいものをする

Shopping at a department store

日本でおみやげを買います。
You will buy souvenirs/gifts for your family 

members.

なんかいに行きますか。
Which floor will you go for each situation?

Other ideas for shopping:
Department Store



1. 母にＴシャツを買います。母はせがたかくてふとって
います。I will buy a T-shirt for my mother who is 
tall and wearing size extra large.

2. 父にふくを買います。父はゴルフが大好きです。I 
will buy a cloth to my father who loves golfing.

3. 姉の子どもにふくを買います。I will buy a cloth for 
my sister’s child.

4. 妹にふくを買います。妹は高校生です。I will buy a 
cloth for my younger sister who is a high school 
student.

Other ideas for shopping:
Department Store

Activity 2



More authentic materials: a train schedule



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XNMao5AQlUk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S73-jemTX-U

Train and subway systems in Tokyo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XNMao5AQlUk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S73-jemTX-U


Reading a train schedule
Japanese numbers are easy to count but 
can be challenging with counters. Japanese 
number conjugates if a counter is attached. 
For example, “1 year old” is not “ichi sai,” but 
“issai.” Using a train schedule, students can 
practice counters for time(“ji” for “o’clock” 
and “fun/pun” for “minute”). After I introduce 
patters of conjugation, I show a complicated 
train and subway systems in Tokyo using a 
map. Then, I show a rush hour video for 
students to learn about a city life.



Minutes
ふん

にふん

ごふん

ななふん

はちふん

きゅうふん

ぷん

いっぷん

さんぷん

よんぷん

ろっぷん

はっぷん

じゅっぷん



It is 8:41 am. When will the next train come?
It is 8:56 am. When will the next train come?

.

.

.

いま、８じ４１ぷんです。つぎのでんしゃはいつきますか。
いま、８じ５６ぷんです。つぎのでんしゃはいつきますか。
いま、９じ１ぷんです。つぎのでんしゃはいつきますか。
いま、１０じ１０ぷんです。つぎのでんしゃはいつきますか。
いま、１１じです。つぎのでんしゃはいつきますか。
いま、１１じ５ふんです。つぎのでんしゃはいつきますか。
いま、１２じです。つぎのでんしゃはいつきますか。

Read the train schedule and 
answer the following questions.
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