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CHIN 390 – Chinese Culture through Cinema and Literature   

 

Jinghui “Jack” Liu, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor of Chinese 

 

Office: H-710A    Class Hours: TR 10:00am - 11:15pm  

(657) 278-2183    Office Hours: TR 11:15am - 12:45pm 

jinghuiliu@fullerton.edu  http://hss.fullerton.edu/mll/faculty/jackliu.aspx 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION FROM THE CATALOG  

Study of the development of modern Chinese culture and society, as well as multicultural 

analysis of global issues, through various media including subtitled films and literature. 

Conducted primarily in English. 

 

PREREQUISITE  

Completion of GE category C.2. 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

Upon completing this course, students will be able to: 

a. identify and analyze how Chinese cinema and literature present historical, cultural, social, 

and political issues of modern China; 

b. analyze creative aspects of Chinese films and literary texts, including how characters 

illuminate a sense of self and relationship to others; 

c. describe and analyze how cultural values represented in film and literary texts help to 

promote an understanding of cultural diversity. 

 

STUDENT LEARNING GOALS 

In this course, students will: 
 

1. Understand broad, unifying themes from cross-disciplinary perspectives in the 

humanities. By viewing films and reading literary texts, students will explore various 

dimensions in the humanities such as history, ideologies, tradition, religion, and beliefs. For 

example, students explore the history of the Chinese Cultural Revolution (Chapter 1), the 

influence of Confucianism on parent-child relationships (Chapter 2), the media and privacy 

(Chapter 3), the concept of “saving face” (Chapter 4), the notion of death and funeral (Chapter 3), 

the spirit of Chinese martial arts and its philosophy (Chapter 5), and moral problems caused by 

materialism (Chapter 9). 

 

2. Understand the relevance of the humanities for the thoughtful consideration of complex 

contemporary problems. Students will identify and analyze problematic issues that Chinese 

people face in their daily lives. This will cultivate students’ appreciation of the solutions Chinese 

people have sought to problems and challenges. For example, students discuss societal prejudice 

toward people from the countryside (Chapter 2), the negative effects of generational gaps on 

Chinese-American families (Chapter 5), the contest between good and evil (Chapter 7), and the 

misfortune of poor Chinese people in modern society (Chapter 6). 
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3. Appreciate the complex relationship and interaction between the humanities and other 

fields of learning, including natural sciences, social sciences, and arts. Students will explore 

various aspects of Chinese culture that are related to other disciplines such as natural sciences, 

social sciences, and arts. For example, students discuss the sociopolitical changes in China after 

1949 (Chapter 1), the establishment of the “open door” policy and economic rise in China 

(Chapter 6), the advantages and disadvantages of urbanization (Chapter 8), the psychological 

impact of urbanization on people in rural areas (Chapter 9), the artistic beauty of folk songs and 

Chinese ballet (Chapter 1), and society’s disapproval of the government with respect to 

democracy (Chapter 9).  

 

REQUIRED MATERIALS 

 

Films to be watched 

 

1) Mao’s last Dancer (2010)  毛的最后一个舞者 

2) Not One Less (1999)  一个也不能少 

3) Big Shot’s Funeral (2001) 大腕 

4) Caught in Web (2012) 搜索 

5) Crouching Tiger Hidden Dragon (2000)  卧虎藏龙 

6) American Dream in China (2013)  中国合伙人 

7) Joy Luck Club (1993) 喜福会 

8) Finding Mr. Right (2013)  北京遇见西雅图 

9) Tiny Times I (2013) 小时代 

10) Please Vote for Me (2007) 请投我一票 

 

Novels/Short stories to be read 

 

1) Tan, A. (1989). The Joy Luck Club. New York: Putnam's. 

2) Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon: Portrait of the Ang Lee Film. (2000). New 

York: Newmarket Press. 

3) Jin, H. (1999). Under the Red Flag : Stories. Cambridge, Mass.: Zoland Books. 

4) Jin, H. (1990). Between Silences : A Voice from China. Chicago: University of Chicago 

Press. 

5) Jin, H. (2000). Waiting. New York: Vintage International. 

6) Yan, G. (2006). The Banquet Bug. New York: Hyperion East. 

 

Required Textbook 

Berry, Chris (2008). Chinese Films in Focus II. 2nd revised edition. British Film Institute (ISBN: 

978-1844572373). 

 

Additional Web Resources 

1) New York Times on movies: http://movies.nytimes.com/pages/movies/index.html 

2) Hollywood Reporter: http://www.hollywoodreporter.com 

3) NPR: http://www.npr.org/sections/movie-reviews/ 

http://movies.nytimes.com/pages/movies/index.html
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/
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4) Rotten Tomatoes: http://www.rottentomatoes.com/m/drug_war_2013/ 

5) Roger Ebert: http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/frontpage 

6) Senses of Cinema http://www.sensesofcinema.com/index.html 

7) SinaNet Film Critique http://ent.sina.com.cn/m/c/index.html 

8) Transculturation & Modernity: http://www.ntnu.edu.tw/tcsl/Media_Language 

9) Chinese movies: http://movies.cultural-china.com/ 

 

PLANNED ASSIGNMENTS 

 

Group Discussion 

Although selected film clips will be shown during scheduled class meetings (approximately 20–

30 minutes), most of the film viewings will take place outside of class. Students are encouraged 

to view films in the department language lab, where various copies are held on reserve, and read 

the relevant novels/short stories/articles/book chapters before coming to class for group 

discussion. Each group will discuss and answer the assigned questions about the covered 

materials and submit the answers at the end of the discussion.  

 

Reaction Papers 
Students will write five reaction papers in which they analyze an assigned issue (historical, 

cultural, social, or political) presented in the selected viewed films and related literary texts. The 

analysis should be from their personal perspectives. Each paper should be 500–800 words in 

length.  

 

Midterm Exam 

In the midterm exam, students will analyze assigned cultural issues represented in the viewed 

films and the required literary texts (e.g., customs, traditions, social/political problems, character 

behavior, etc.) from their points of view, discuss the messages embedded in the films and literary 

texts, and indicate similarities and differences between Chinese culture and American culture 

with regard to cultural issues. A study guide for the exam will be provided. 

 

Group Project and Presentation 

Pairs or small groups of students will do a research project in which they will analyze a cultural 

aspect in an assigned film or literary text, relate it to current relevant issues of China, discuss the 

problems Chinese people may face in their daily lives, and suggest solutions to these problems.  

Students have to present the report and lead a discussion in class using PowerPoint. The 

PowerPoint presentation must be 12–15 minutes in length. Guidelines for the project will be 

provided in class.  

 

Term Paper  

Students will write a review of a viewed film or a required literary text of their choice. The 

review will include a short summary of the plot, a discussion of the theme (and subthemes, if 

any), and an analysis of character development (e.g., character objectives, emotions, actions, 

dialog, etc.). The paper must be 10–12 pages in length. Drafting is required. Instructor’s 

feedback will be given in a timely manner. 

 

 

http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/frontpage
http://www.sensesofcinema.com/index.html
http://ent.sina.com.cn/m/c/index.html
http://www.ntnu.edu.tw/tcsl/Media_Language
http://movies.cultural-china.com/
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GRADING POLICY AND CRITERIA 

 

Attendance 

Students are required to attend each class session and come to class on time. Arriving late or 

leaving early without notifying the instructor will count as a tardy, and 3 tardies equal 1 absence. 

If they know they are unable to attend a class or unavoidable circumstances occur, they need to 

inform the instructor as soon as possible, either in person, by phone, or email. After 3 absences 

without showing a verified written excuse (e.g., a doctor’s note), their final grade will be lowered 

by 10% (one letter grade).  

 

Classroom Conduct 

All cell phones, MP3 players, and laptops must be turned off before the class begins. 

 

Make-ups 

There will be NO make-up exams unless advanced notice is given or verified written evidence is 

presented (e.g., a doctor’s note, a receipt for car repair, etc.).  

 

Extra credit Option: There will be NO extra credit option in this course.  

 

Grading Policy 
The final grade will be based on: 

  
 Group discussion    15% 
 Reaction papers    20% 
 Midterm exam     20% 
 Group project and presentation  15% 
 Term paper     30% 

 

Grading Scale 

The following grading scale will be used in this course: 

 

100-98 A+      97-94 A        93-90 A-     89-87 B+     86-83 B            82-80 B- 

79-77  C+       76-73 C        72-70 C-      69-60 D       F 59 and below 

 

This course uses the +/- grading system.  

 

SPECIAL NEEDS STATEMENT 

 

If you have a disability or special need for which you are or may be requesting an 

accommodation, please inform me or contact the Office of Disability Support Services, located 

in University Hall 101, as early as possible in the term. For more information, the Office of 

Disability Support Services can be reached by calling (657) 278–3117 or visit their website at 

www.fullerton.edu/DSS/. Confidentiality will be protected.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.fullerton.edu/DSS/
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ACADEMIC INTEGRITY STATEMENT 

 

Students are expected to maintain a high standard of academic integrity. Policies on academic 

integrity will be strictly enforced. Familiarize yourself with the academic dishonesty policy, 

which can be found in the current student handbook or on the web at: 

http://www.fullerton.edu/senate/publications_policies_resolutions/ups/UPS%20300/UPS%20300

.021.pdf. 

 

No cheating or plagiarism will be tolerated. Disciplinary action for academic dishonesty can 

range from a “0” for an assignment or an exam to an F for the final course grade. Please see the 

university 2011 - 2013 catalog (p.69) with regard to academic dishonesty. For good tips on how 

to use critical sources without committing plagiarism, consult the Student Guide to Avoiding 

Plagiarism: How to Write an Effective Research Paper prepared by the Dean of Students Office. 

A free copy can be obtained at: http://www.fullerton.edu/judicialaffairs. 

 

EMERGENCY INFORMATION 

 

Students should familiarize themselves with the actions they should take in an emergency at 

http://prepare.fullerton.edu. 

 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE  

 

WEEK 

 

THEME 

 

CLASS ACTIVITIES 

 

ASSIGNMENTS 

1 + Introduction to the 

course 

+ Self-introduction 

+ Placement test 

+ An overview of Chinese 

film and literature 

 

 

+ Introduction to the course 

+ Distribution and review of 

the syllabus and weekly 

schedule 

+ Student introductions of 

themselves to the class 

+ Brief introduction to 

Chinese film and literature 

over different periods of time 

+ Reading: Berry 

(2008): Ch.1 

+ Mao’s Last Dancer: 

http://putlocker.bz/watc

h-maos-last-dancer-

online-free-

putlocker.html 

 

2 U.S.-China Relationship 

 

 

+ Screening of 

Documentary: US. China 

relationship  

+ Student-led discussion 

+ Short story #1  

 

 

 

3 Chinese society post-

World War II 

 

+ Screening of Movie #1  

+ Sociopolitical changes in 

China after 1949 

+ Differences in political 

ideologies 

Reaction paper 1 due 

+ Novel #2  

 

4 The rise of the Chinese 

economy 

+ Screening of Movie #2 

+ Chinese economic growth 

+ The housing bubble 

+ Student-led discussion 

+ Novel #2 – cont’d 

 

http://www.fullerton.edu/senate/publications_policies_resolutions/ups/UPS%20300/UPS%20300.021.pdf
http://www.fullerton.edu/senate/publications_policies_resolutions/ups/UPS%20300/UPS%20300.021.pdf
http://www.fullerton.edu/judicialaffairs
http://prepare.fullerton.edu/
http://putlocker.bz/watch-maos-last-dancer-online-free-putlocker.html
http://putlocker.bz/watch-maos-last-dancer-online-free-putlocker.html
http://putlocker.bz/watch-maos-last-dancer-online-free-putlocker.html
http://putlocker.bz/watch-maos-last-dancer-online-free-putlocker.html
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5 Urbanization  

 

 

+ Screening of Movie #3 

+ (Dis)advantages of 

urbanization 

+ Psychological impact of 

urbanization on people in 

rural areas 

+ The artistic beauty of folk 

songs and fine art 

Reaction paper 2 due 

+ Novel #3  

+ Berry (2008): Ch.5 

 

6 Family relationships 

 

 

+ Screening of Movie #4  

+ The influence of 

Confucianism on parent-

child relationships 

+ Family structure 

+ Father-child relationship 

+ The negative effects of 

generation gaps on Chinese-

American families 

+ Student-led discussion 

+ Novel #3 – cont’d 

+ Berry (2008): Ch.2 

 

7 Family relationships 

(continued) 

 

 

 

+ Screening of Movie #5  

+ The mother’s love and 

sacrifice for her children 

+ Mother-child relationship 

+ Attitudes toward relatives 

Reaction paper 3 due 

Topic for Term Paper 

given 

+ Short story #4  

 

8 Morality issues + Screening of Movie #6  

+ The values of morality in 

life 

+ Contest between good and 

evil 

+ Ethical issues in society 

MID-TERM EXAM 

+ Berry (2008): Chs. 7, 

9 

9 Beliefs 

 

 

+ Screening of Movie #7 

(part 1) 

+ Perception of life and 

death 

+ Concept of god 

+ Notion of fate 

+ Superstition 

Reaction paper 4 due 

+ Berry (2008): Chs. 3, 

8  

10 Religion 

 

 

+ Screening of Movie #7 

(part 2) 

+ The Buddha and his 

philosophy 

+ Short story #5  

+ Berry (2008): Ch.10  
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+ Influence of Buddhist 

lessons on people’s lives 

+ Focus on “the here and the 

now” 

11 The concept of marriage 

 

+ Screening of Movie #8  

+ Change in Chinese 

women’s perception of 

marriage 

+ Fighting against inequality 

in marriage 

+ Disapproval of the society 

on lesbians and gays 

Reaction paper 5 due 

+ Novel #5  

+ Berry (2008): Ch.4 

12 Women in modern society 

 

 

+ Screening of Movie #9 

+ Misfortune of poor 

Chinese women in modern 

society 

+ The power of money 

versus poverty 

+ The struggling of women  

in harsh situations 
+ The role of “good 
reputation” in Chinese 
culture  
Term Paper – First Draft 

due 

+ Novel #5 - cont’d  

+ Berry (2008): Ch.6 

13 Media and democracy 

 

+ Screening of Movie #10 

+ Internet censorship 

+ The power of mass media 

Review 

+ Short story #6  

+ Berry (2008): Ch. 9  

 

14  Group presentations  

15  Group presentations  

16  Term Paper due  

 


