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CHIN 385  

Advanced Chinese Cultural Communication 

 

Instructor: Dr. Jack Liu              Days:  Monday, Wednesday  

Office:  H710 -A    Time: 1:00pm – 2:15pm 

Hours: M W 10:00-11:30              Phone: (657) 278 2183 

E-mail: jinghuiliu@fullerton.edu 

 

Course Description  

 

This course helps students to further develop Chinese competency to the advanced level through 

the reading of literary texts, with a focus on discussions and essays about various topics related 

to Chinese culture.    

 

Required Text 

 

Jin, Honggang (2003). 中国之路. Boston: Cheng & Tsui Publisher. ISBN: 9780887273728 

 

Recommended Texts 

Ting-Toomey, S. , Chung, L. (2012). Understanding Intercultural Communication. New York ;     

               Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

 
南方都市报 Southern Metropolis Daily; http://epaper.oeeee.com/A/html/2013-11/19/node_523.htm 

中国青年报 The China Youth Daily www.cyol.net 

南方周末  Southern Weekly ; http://www.infzm.com/ 

新京报        Beijing News; http://www.bjnews.com.cn/ 

 

Course Objectives 

 

Students in this course will: 

 

1) improve oral and written communication in Chinese; 

2) develop analytical, critical, and rhetorical skills; 

3) acquire a knowledge and understanding of different aspects of Chinese culture and 

societal issues; 

4) cultivate intellect, imagination, and sensibility by reading Chinese literary texts;  

5) research topics of interest related to China and effectively communicate findings.  

 

Prerequisite 

 

CHIN 204 or equivalent Chinese communicative competency as determined by the instructor 

 
General Education Goals: C.3 Explorations in the Humanities 
 

http://www.cheng-tsui.com/search/node/Hong%20Gang%20Jin
http://www.cyol.net/
http://www.bjnews.com.cn/
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This course fulfills G.E. requirements in the C.3 Explorations in the Humanities and Z Cultural 

Diversity. 
 
The goals of G.E. category C.3 Explorations in the Humanities and Z Cultural Diversity will be 
met as follows: 
 
C.3 Explorations in the Humanities 
 

1. Understand broad, unifying themes from cross-disciplinary perspectives in the 

humanities. By reading literary texts, students will study Chinese culture from various 

disciplines in the humanities and social sciences such as history, cultural anthropology and 

comparative religion. For example, students discuss the history of Western colonialism in China 

(Chapter 1), the attempts to preserve Chinese tradition during this period (Chapter 1), 

the philosophy of Confucianism and its effects on Chinese society (Chapter 2), the Spring 

Festival customs (Chapter 5), the development of Buddhism and Daoism before 清朝 (Qing 

Dynasty) （Chapter 5）and people’s belief in 佛家和道家 Buddhism and Daoism (Chapter 6).    

 

2. Understand the relevance of the humanities for the thoughtful consideration of complex 

contemporary problems. Students will identify and analyze problematic issues that face 

Chinese people in their daily lives. This will cultivate students’ appreciation of the solutions that 

Chinese people have sought to problems and challenges. For example, students discuss the  

impact of Western civilization on Chinese people before the Qing Dynasty (Chapter 1),  the fight 

for equality between men and women (Chapter 6), unemployed women workers (Chapter 7), and 

urbanization and pollution (Chapter 11).  

 
3. Appreciate the complex relationship and interaction between the humanities and other 

fields of learning, including natural sciences, social sciences, and arts.  Students will explore 

various aspects of Chinese culture that are related to other disciplines such as natural sciences, 

social sciences and arts. For example, students examine the art of wood carving over time from 

the Song Dynasty to the Ming and Qing Dynasties (Chapter 3), the artistic characteristics of 

Hebei Bang Zi/opera, a type of Northern Chinese traditional music (Chapter 3), psychological 

effects of family conflicts on Chinese women (Chapter 2), techniques of producing worm silk 

(Chapter 2), the educational values of jing, a type of Chinese theatrical performance (Chapter 3), 

the structures of  Tang Dynasty administration (Chapter 5), the special linguistic aspects of Wu 

accent and dialects (Chapter 7), the causes of flooding in central and southern China (Chapter 9), 

and the characteristics of northeastern forests and their impact on the environment (Chapter 11).  

 

Z. Cultural Diversity 

 

1. Demonstrate understanding that culture is socially constructed and fundamental to 

social interaction: Students analyze the relationship between Chinese culture and society. For 

example, students examine the history and heritage of British colonialism in China (Chapter 1), 

the impact of western civilization on Chinese people (Chapter 1), responsibilities and duties of 
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Chinese women as they distance themselves from religious practice after the 1949 Revolution 

(Chapter 2), the transformation of the role of religion in Chinese society after the Revolution 

(Chapter 6), the amalgamation of Old World traditions with Western tastes (Chapter 6), and 

compare and contrast American and Chinese culinary habits and their social meanings (Chapter 

8). 

 

2. Demonstrate appreciation of the complex relationships that various factors such as 

gender, ethnicity, race, sexual orientation, religion, and class bring to a discussion of society 

and culture: Students discuss the influence of Confucianism, Taoism, and Buddhism on 

different sectors of Chinese society (Chapters 2 & 5), conflicts among the more than fifty ethnic 

groups in Chinese society (Chapter 5), the impact of varying language families and writing 

systems (Chapter 7), gender equality in urban and rural China  (Chapter 6), the effect of more 

scientific viewpoints on sex (Chapter 6), and generational differences among the more traditional 

elderly and younger generations who prioritize emotional satisfaction over economic security in 

their personal relationships  (all the chapters).   

 

3. Understanding that because we live in an inter-connected world, we need to appreciate 

the diversity and relationships within and among cultures: Students compare cultural 

practices of Chinese people and those of Americans. For example, students compare and contrast 

Chinese culture with American culture regarding viewpoints on sex (Chapter 6), the role of 

women in family and society (Chapters 2 & 6), beliefs regarding destiny and determinism 

(Chapter 7), the art of cooking (Chapter 8), and the preservation of the environment (Chapter 

11).  

 

4. Recognize and evaluate how one’s cultural history affects one’s sense of self and 

relationship to others: Students discuss the causes and effects of Chinese people’s interactions 

with Western civilization (Chapter 1), the attempts to preserve Chinese traditions in a globalized 

context (Chapter 1),   the transformation of gender expectations in Chinese society (Chapters 2 & 

6), and differences between Chinese culture and American culture (Chapters 6, 7, 8, and 11).  

 

 

Course Requirements 

 

Discussion 

Students are required to participate in each class session through group discussion.  Each group 

will discuss and answer the assigned questions about the covered materials and submit the 

answers at the end of the discussion.  

    

Essays  

Students will write four short essays (600 – 800 words) to respond to a text or texts that they 

have read in the course and also express their reflections on the discussed topics. The essays 

must be written in Chinese and will be graded based on content, accuracy, coherence, and 
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cultural appropriateness. Students will be led through the writing process by submitting first 

drafts for feedback before final drafts are submitted. 

 

Term Paper 

Students will write a 10 – 12 page (double-spaced) term paper analyzing a piece of news (either 

from a newspaper, a magazine, or a radio/TV station) of their choice that is related to one aspect 

of Chinese culture covered in the course. They are required to discuss the historical background 

that leads to the event and relate it to a broader context (e.g. political, geographical, economic, 

social, etc.) of China. Appropriate citation procedures must be used.  

 

Course Policies 

 

Attendance 

 

Students are required to attend each class session and come to class on time. Arriving late or 

leaving early without notifying the instructor will count as a tardy and 3 tardies equal 1 absence. 

If they know they are unable to attend a class or unavoidable circumstances occur, they need to 

inform the instructor as soon as possible, either in person, by phone or email. After 3 absences 

without showing a verified written excuse (e.g. a doctor’s note), their final grade will be lowered 

by 10% (one letter grade).  

 

Participation 

 

Students are required to participate in each class meeting through group discussions and review 

of assignments, which will be helpful to their writing assignments and the exams. 

 

Classroom Conduct 

 

All pagers, cell phones, MP3 devices, and laptops must be turned off before the class begins. 

 

Make-ups 

 

There will be NO make-up exams unless advanced notice is given or verified written evidence is 

presented (e.g. a doctor’s note, a receipt for car repair, etc.).  

 

Academic Honesty 

 

Cheating or plagiarism will NOT be tolerated. Disciplinary action for academic dishonesty can 

range from an F for an assignment or an exam to an F for the final grade. Please see the 

university 2013 - 2015 catalog (p.73) with regard to academic dishonesty. 

 

For good tips on how to use critical sources without committing plagiarism, consult the Student 

Guide to Avoiding Plagiarism: How to Write an Effective Research Paper prepared by the Dean 

of Students Office. A free copy can be obtained at: https://www.fullerton.edu/deanofstudents/Judicial/. 

 

Special Needs 
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If students need special arrangements related to attending class sessions, completing writing 

assignments or taking examinations, they are encouraged to contact the Disability Support 

Services Office in UH 101 at their earliest convenience. Information can be obtained at 

http://www.fullerton.edu/DSS/. 

 

 

Emergency Information: The safety of all students attending California State University 

Fullerton is of paramount importance.  During an emergency it is necessary for students to have 

a basic understanding of their personal responsibilities and the University’s emergency response 

procedures.  The guidelines can be obtained at http://prepare.fullerton.edu/ (UPS 300.004).  

 

Extra-credit Option: There will be NO extra-credit option in this course.  

 

 

Grading Policy 

 

       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This course uses the +/- grading system.  
 

A+ = 100 - 97     A = 96 - 94    A- = 93 - 90 
B+ = 89 - 87     B = 86 - 84     B- = 83 - 80 
C+ = 79 - 77     C = 76 - 74     C- = 73 - 70 
D+ = 69 - 67             D = 66 - 64          D- = 63 - 60   

                                                                     F = 59 – 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Discussion  10% 

2. Essays (4) 20% 

3. Midterm   15% 

4. Term Paper Presentation  10% 

5. Term Paper 20% 

6. Final Exam   25% 
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CHIN 385 

Advanced Chinese Cultural Communication 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

 

Week Topics 

 

Class Discussion  

 

       Assignments 

1 

 

Introduction to the 

course 
 

1) Introduction to the  course 

2) Review the syllabus  

3) Students introduce themselves to the    

    class orally 

4) Short written exercise used as a 

diagnostic test for placement purposes 

Read：Chapter 1 

2 

 

 

Chapter 1： Western 

Colonialism in China    

1) Introduction of  British colonialism in 

China    

2) Alteration of Chinese traditions 

during this period  

3) New cultural manifestations through 

colonialism  

4) Social tensions between Chinese 

traditions and Western practices 

Read: Chapter 2 

3 

 

Chapter 2: 

Impact of Confucianism 

on Chinese women 

before and after the 

Revolution 
 

 

1) Philosophy of Confucianism and its 

effects on Chinese society  

2) Responsibilities and duties of 

Chinese women as shaped by 

Confucianism 

3) Psychological effects of family 

conflicts on Chinese women before 

and after the Revolution 

 

Topic for Essay 1 given 

 

Read: Chapter 3  

 

4 

 

Chapter 3: 

Preservation of Chinese 

traditional artistic 

expression 

1) The artistic characteristics of Hebei 

Bang Zi/opera, a type of Northern 

Chinese traditional music  

2) Students examine the art of wood 

carving from a historical perspective 

3）Music and the performing arts in 

Chinese society 
 

Read: Chapter 4  

 

5 

Chapter 4: 

Contrast of urban and 

rural life in China before 

and after the Revolution 

1) Life of people in rural areas  

2) Chinese society in urban centers 

3) Transformation of the Chinese diet 

through imported American food 

during the 1940s 

Topic for Essay 2 given 

Essay1 due  

Read： Chapter 5 

6 

 

Chapter 5: 

Life of the royal family 
 

1）Chinese spring festival customs and 

celebrations 

2）Class identity of royal family 

members and conflicts among them  

3) The role of Taoism and Buddhism in 

Chinese power structures 

4) Society before and after the 

Revolution 

Read: chapter 6 
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7 

 

Chapter 6: 

Chinese Women’s 

Studies 
 

1) Patriarchy in Chinese families 

2) Responsibilities of Chinese women 

versus those of American women in the 

family and society 

3) Fight for equality between men and 

women before and after the Revolution 

4) New social values regarding divorce, 

marriage, professional success, and child 

rearing. 

5) Social tensions caused by traditional 

values and western tastes 

6) Transformation of Chinese values 

through a globalized economy 

Topic for Essay 3 given 

Essay #2 due 

Read: chapter 7  

8 

 

Chapter 7:  

Cantonese People and 

Their Regional Culture 
 

1) Marriage rights and Divorce rights of 

the Cantonese people 

2) The special linguistic aspects of 

Cantonese accent and dialects 

3) Misunderstanding due to differences 

of dialects and accent 

4) Regional languages in relation to 

power structures 

Topic for Term Paper given 

Read: chapter 8  

9 

 

Midterm 
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Chapter 8: 

Chinese Cuisine and 

Culture 

Compare and contrast American and 

Chinese culinary habits and their social 

meanings  

         Topic for Essay 4 given 

Essay #3 due  

Read: chapter 9   

 

11 

 

Chapter 9: 

The Causes of Flooding 

in Central and Southern 

China 

1) Coping with natural disasters: 

flooding in central and southern China 

 

2) Confronting natural disasters through 

religious beliefs 

 

3) Environmental crisis after the 

Revolution 

 

Read: chapter 10 

12 

 

Chapter 10: 

Distribution of national 

wealth in society before 

and after the revolution 
 

 

1) Women’s struggle to survive in harsh 

situations 

2）The social classes before and after 

the Revolution 

3) Modern Chinese poverty and wealth 

in the context of neoliberalism 

4) Generational gaps in Chinese families 

  

Read: Chapter 11  

13 

 

Chapter 11: 
Modern Urbanization and 

Pollution  

 
 

1) Air quality and life quality  

2) Government response to pollution 

3) The importance of northeastern 

forests 

4) Globalized production and its 

environmental impact  

 

 

Essay # 4 due  
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14 

 

Term Paper Due and Practice for presentations 

 

 

15 
 

Term Paper Presentations and review for final exam 

 

16 
 

Final Exam 

 

 

 

 


