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When geological sciences graduate student Dustin Williams undertook some 
field research at Yosemite National Park last year, he had no idea he would  
do so much discovery, so fast. 

Using novel geochemical methods on minerals 
from igneous rocks, he worked with Vali Memeti, 
assistant professor of geology, to investigate how 
ancient magma reservoirs operated and evolved 
over time. In doing so, he advanced understanding 
about the style and timing of volcanic eruptions 
and helped illustrate how our continents grow. 
Williams presented their preliminary results at two 
conferences, wrote two grant proposals with his 
advisor, received an outstanding research proposal 
award and grant money, and will publish his 
research in a peer-reviewed journal.

And he did all that in his first year of  
graduate school.

“I didn’t initially expect the first year to have  
this many opportunities,” says Williams. “I know 
people in other graduate programs who didn’t 
even start their research until after their first  
year of classes. But here at CSUF, it has been  
full steam ahead since acceptance.” 

At Cal State Fullerton, the College of Natural 
Sciences & Mathematics (NSM) graduate degree 
programs are deeply grounded in teaching and 

learning as well as in development of diverse and 
creative cohorts of student and faculty thinkers. 
Less like college and more like a job, the NSM 
graduate degree programs bring together faculty 
and students as interactive teams joined by  
a shared passion for knowledge. It’s a stimulating 
and challenging environment where research 
and the application of critical thinking hone 
specialized expertise.

“One of the things that makes the NSM graduate 
degree programs so unique is our commitment 
to teaching,” says Phil Armstrong, chair of the 
Department of Geological Sciences. “We take 
pride in the level of our interaction with students 

Graduate students with Sam Behesta (center), professor in the Department of Mathematics and director of the Center for Computational and Applied Mathematics (CCAM). 
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and take a personal interest in guaranteeing 
students’ successes. Because our graduate 
classes are typically small, we can provide close 
interaction between students and faculty.”

PROGRAMS THAT APPEAL

Making graduate education accessible is  
an important component of the program.  
NSM graduate degree programs have flexibility 
built in, including full- and part-time options  
and late afternoon or evening classes. “And  
some programs, including the master’s degree  
in statistics, are offered as hybrid online 
programs,” explains Stephen Goode, chair  
of the mathematics department.

“All of our statistics courses are carried live via 
two-way stream,” says Mori Jamshidian, graduate 
program advisor for statistics. “Students can 
choose to attend classes in person, online,  
or a combination of the two.”

In the case of the statistics programs, technology 
also helps enhance collaboration. “Students can 
interact regularly with faculty through the two-way 
stream lectures and office hours. They also interact 
with members of their cohort by conducting 
collaborative work online,” says Jamshidian.

In addition, NSM graduate programs at CSUF 
have flexible topics that can be modified to 
meet students’ individual goals. New courses are 
offered in response to student demand, as well.

“Here, there’s a sense of making opportunities 
rather than waiting for them to happen,” says 
Williams. “Beginning with my first research  
trip, I have worked in areas of Yosemite that  
not many students get to experience.”

CLOSE MENTORING A KEY DIFFERENTIATOR

While the philosophy of the college is rooted 
in exploration by inquiry and learning through 
discovery, the graduate degree program goes 
further to meld a rigorous and contemporary 
curriculum with close mentoring.

“An important distinction of our program is that 
graduate students work closely with their mentors 
and are involved in high-quality research,” says 
Zhuangjie Li, graduate program advisor for physical 
chemistry and associate professor for analytical  
and physical chemistry in the Department of 
Chemistry & Biochemistry. “This work addresses 
modern-day problems, including global warming, 
new fuels development, materials properties,  
and air pollution.” 

Graduate students have opportunities to engage 
in creative research projects with professionals 
and specialists that are leaders in their fields. 
Research is conducted at more than 10 centers, 
institutes, and affiliated facilities that offer 
advanced technology and equipment and 
facilitate scientific collaboration. In addition, 
there are 30 graduate research and fellowship 
opportunities available to NSM graduate 
students outside of CSUF.

Adrian Avila-Alvarez, who is completing graduate 
work on his way to a Ph.D. in physics, made the 
most of his mentorship in the Gravitational-Wave 
Physics and Astronomy Center. He was part  
of the team that assisted in an international effort 
to successfully collect the first direct evidence  
of gravitational waves.

MESSAGE  
FROM  
THE DEAN
Having served as dean of the College of Natural 
Sciences & Mathematics for four months now, 
I’m pleased to say hello to each of you through 
this newsletter and equally pleased to tell you 
how excited I am to be here. From the moment 
I arrived on campus, I found this college to be 
a place that encourages intellectual curiosity.  
I see it every day in our classrooms, labs, library, 
and study areas. I hear it every time I am privy 
to discussions around problems and solutions, 
new ideas and changing perspectives, and 
reflections on other points of view. It’s part  
of what creates the energetic environment this 
college is known for, and I am proud to share 
news of the remarkable accomplishments of 
our students, faculty, and alumni.

In this issue, you’ll learn how intellectual 
curiosity is forwarding several initiatives on 
campus. There’s a new drug discovery research 
and education program underway; some wild 
and exciting education happening at our Tucker 
Wildlife Sanctuary; and our graduate degree 
students and mentors, who are devising creative 
solutions to real-world challenges. You’ll also 
see the list of hundreds of people and industry 
partners whose support this past year has 
underwritten research, fellowships, scholarships, 
and faculty endeavors. Thank you all for your 
generous and ongoing support of our college.

I hope we may connect many times throughout 
this year. Of course, visiting the campus is the 
very best way to experience the energy and 
creativity that happens here. Please consider  
this your invitation to come out and see 
for yourself the amazing and intellectually 
stimulating initiatives underway.

Marie Johnson, Ph.D.
Dean, College of Natural Sciences  
& Mathematics
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“ We take pride in the level  
of our interaction with students 
and take a personal interest 
in guaranteeing students’ 
successes. Because our graduate 
classes are typically small,  
we can provide close interaction 
between students and faculty.” 
Phil Armstrong, Chair of the Department  
of Geological Sciences 
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“Mentors and research advisors in grad school  
are extremely important,” says Avila-Alvarez. 
“Not only are they familiar with the rigors of grad 
school, but they are also your gateway to other 
opportunities in your field. Their experience and 
connections are what can help determine what 
happens to you after graduation.”

“We work to pair master’s students with individual 
faculty for independent study projects and research. 
In turn, faculty encourages students to present 
this research not only to the department, but  
also at national and international meetings  
and conferences,” says Jim Feagin, chair of the 
physics department.

That careful mentoring helped Avila-Alvarez 
develop his research on scattering light relating 
to gravitational wave science. It also boosted 
his confidence to present that research at an 
international collaborative meeting in Scotland.

“Here I was, a young Chicano from Paramount, 
presenting important research at an international 
meeting,” says Avila-Alvarez. “This would not 
have been possible if it weren’t for my research 
mentor, Josh Smith.”

PREPARATION FOR THE WIDER WORLD

NSM graduate students have multiple opportunities 
to hone their skills in real-world environments. 
Several programs offer consulting courses, where 
students collaborate with local industries and 
serve as consultants to solve problems. Other 
opportunities include working on projects 
sponsored by industry partners and academic  
and service-learning internships.

All that support culminates in the graduation  
of very marketable professionals. “In many of 
our programs, students have opportunities to 
gain experience teaching and receive professional 
development and training in pedagogy, which 
helps to prepare them for the classroom,”  
says Sean Walker, chair of the Department  
of Biological Science.

NSM graduate students have also successfully 
transitioned to Ph.D. programs and secured 
positions in industry and government.

“I know that once I graduate, the research 
experience I have had and the networking that 
has helped me make connections will ensure  
my success,” says Avila-Alvarez. “My experience  
in the NSM graduate degree program has  
opened up the world for me.” •
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“ An important distinction  
is that our graduate students 
work closely with their 
mentors and are involved  
in high-quality research  
that addresses a range of 
modern-day problems.”
Zhuangjie Li, graduate program advisor 
for physical chemistry 

Sean Walker 
Chair of the Department of Biological Science

Mori Jamshidian 
Graduate program advisor for statistics
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ADVANCING DRUG  
DISCOVERY RESEARCH
Before potentially life-changing drugs make it to pharmacy shelves, there is a long 
journey through development, clinical trials, and FDA approvals. But this process 
cannot begin without a crucial first step: drug discovery. That’s the important 
process in which researchers identify lead candidates by synthesizing compounds 
that offer a potential therapeutic benefit. 

At the College of Natural Sciences & Mathematics 
(NSM), a new course and sophisticated lab 
equipment enable students to explore this  
essential process.

“Through opportunities in drug discovery, 
students learn concepts and gain lab experience 
they can apply to many different fields,”  
says Nicholas Salzameda, associate professor  
of organic and bioorganic chemistry. 

He and Alexandra Orchard, assistant professor 
of organic and medicinal chemistry, are creating 
curriculum offerings focused on the drug discovery 
field. This effort began with the introduction  
of a medicinal chemistry course.

“Medicinal chemistry has many applications for 
drug discovery,” says Salzameda. “Our students enjoy 
this course because it offers real-world relevance, 
not just theory. Students are learning about every 
phase of the development process, from screening 
compounds to identifying hits, and discovering  
how a drug progresses to clinical trials.”

Building on the success of this class, the 
professors are now developing a laboratory-based 
medicinal chemistry capstone course. 

“Mentoring individual students takes a lot of 
time,” says Orchard. “We want this course to 
provide instruction and hands-on experience  
in a way that is efficient, so we’re designing it  
for up to 10 students per class.”

Over the summer, NSM students participated  
in medicinal chemistry research projects through 
a $25,000 grant from The Allergan Foundation. 

“The Allergan Foundation’s support was very 
important because it enabled students to receive 
stipends for their research,” says Orchard. “Many 
students can’t participate in summer research 
programs because of financial constraints, but 
this grant removed that hurdle. Our students 
contributed greatly.”

Thanks to a $310,000 grant from the United 
States Department of Defense, the college 
obtained an array of advanced technology that 
can benefit much of this research.

“This equipment gives students valuable technical 
experience, and it also supports the research 
output of our faculty,” says Salzameda.

The new equipment includes an LC-MS (liquid 
chromatography-mass spectrometry) system, 
a plate reader, a liquid handling robot, and 
CombiFlash® chromatography systems. Orchard 
says it is rare to find such advanced equipment  
in an undergraduate setting.

The medicinal chemistry course and recent 
research opportunities are just the beginning. 
Salzameda and Orchard are planning a full 
program to support research and education  
in the area of drug discovery. 

“Our region is home to a number of significant 
pharmaceutical companies,” explains Salzameda. 
“By training researchers locally, we can help our 
region become an increasingly important center 
of drug discovery.” •

“ Students are learning 
about every phase of  
the development process, 
from screening compounds 
to identifying hits,  
and discovering how  
a drug progresses to 
clinical trials.”
Nicholas Salzameda, associate professor  
of organic and bioorganic chemistry
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“This is one of the last 
little pieces of wild Orange 

County, and so it’s our 
job to be ambassadors for 

this incredibly diverse 
wilderness.”

Meg Sandquist 
Director of the Tucker Wildlife Sanctuary

Student research and citizen-based 
monitoring are critical components 
of the success of the Tucker Wildlife 
Sanctuary. By connecting children, 
youths, and adults with nature,  
the sanctuary helps instill a sense  
of responsibility about preserving  
and protecting native habitats.

GETTING UP CLOSE TO WILD  
ORANGE COUNTY
On 12 acres of carefully managed native habitat tucked into the Modjeska 
Canyon, encounters with nature are leaving deep impressions: a photographer 
thrills at capturing a hummingbird in flight; an elementary school class explores 
to find out how water shapes land; and a biology student is amazed by a rare 
glimpse of a California mountain king snake. 

For students, faculty, and residents whose 
interests are a bit on the wild side, there is no 
better place than the Tucker Wildlife Sanctuary, 
adjacent to the Cleveland National Forest. 
Operated by the College of Natural Sciences & 
Mathematics, the sanctuary serves as a research 
center for CSUF and other college students and 
promotes science and environmental education 
for K–12 schools and area residents.

“Our sanctuary is one of the last little pieces 
of wild Orange County, and so it’s our job 
to be ambassadors for this incredibly diverse 
wilderness,” says Meg Sandquist, director of  
the Tucker Wildlife Sanctuary.

That wilderness is a big draw to thousands of school 
students, Scouts, teachers, residents, and area visitors 
each year. They all come to connect with nature  
and learn a little more about the environment.

“Research has shown that outdoor and experiential 
learning can have numerous positive effects on 
children, including improvements in social skills, 
independence, confidence, and self-esteem,”  
says Sandquist. 

Outdoor education is especially important for 
children from underserved areas, but the cost  
of getting to the sanctuary can be prohibitive  

for many of them. A recent grant of $20,000 from  
the Alcoa Foundation has helped bridge that gap. 
It funds field trips to the sanctuary for underserved 
local elementary schools and paid for a mobile 
interpretive cart that moves around the sanctuary.

“The mobile station enhances our educational 
outreach and allows us to give our visitors access 
to artifacts, fossils, specimens, skins, and skulls  
in order to help them learn about the plants  
and animals of our coastal canyon ecosystem,” 
says Marcella Gilchrist, site manager.

The center features ponds, a bird observation 
porch and feeders, sensory and butterfly gardens, 
and hiking trails, as well as amenities that include 
a small natural history museum/interpretive 
center, picnic areas, and a small amphitheater.

“In our view, instilling visitors with an 
appreciation for natural environments and an 
understanding of the ecosystem that surrounds 
them is absolutely critical for informing their 
understanding and support of environmental 
issues,” says Sandquist. “The schoolchildren 
we see in our tours are the decision-makers of 
tomorrow, and if they don’t appreciate natural 
places, they won’t protect them.” •

Kurt Miethke, naturalist and leader  
of a Tucker outdoor education program.
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GRANTS

FACULTY FOCUS

NEW FACULTY

Sean Loyd, assistant 
professor of geological 
sciences, researches 
how microbial 
communities influenced 
rock formations in marine 
environments and the role  
of these microbes in the natural 
regulation of greenhouse  
gas emissions.

Andrew Petit, assistant 
professor of physical and 
theoretical chemistry, 
uses mathematics and 
computers to investigate 
how light absorption 
excites molecules. This 
research has applications in 
the development of better dyes, 
sunscreens, solar cells, and 
photocatalysts, and it offers 
insight into how organisms 
interact with light.

Wylie Ahmed, assistant 
professor of physics, 
focuses on biophysical 
research involving 
the nonequilibrium 
mechanics and 
viscoelastic properties  
of living cells.

Biological science lecturer Megan Tommerup 
(center) and elementary and bilingual education 
lecturer Kim Case received $246,132 from 
the California Mathematics and Science 
Partnership for a professional development 
program benefiting local elementary schools. 

Geoffrey Lovelace, 
assistant professor  
of physics, was awarded 
$45,929 from the 
National Science 
Foundation for his 
research focused on the 
detection and behavior 
of gravitational waves.

Charles Funkhouser of the Department of Mathematics was 
awarded $98,794 from the National Science Foundation for 
his project, “Native American-Based Mathematics Materials 
for Integration into Undergraduate Courses.” 

Diane Clemens-Knott, professor of geological sciences, 
received a $70,000 grant from the American Chemical 
Society for her project, “Testing Models for the Formation 
of California’s Great Valley Basin.” 

Danielle Zacherl, professor of biological science, received 
$55,500 from the Southwest Wetlands Interpretive 
Association for her work to restore the native oyster 
population in San Diego Bay.

Nicholas Salzameda and Alexandra Orchard, faculty 
members in the Department of Chemistry & Biochemistry, 
received $25,000 from The Allergan Foundation to 
develop a program focused on drug discovery research and 
education. See the full story on Page 4.

Studying Local Geology for Tsunami Evidence

Professor Emeritus Brady Rhodes and professor Matthew Kirby of the Department of Geological 
Sciences studied sedimentary layers in wetlands along the coast of Southern California to look 
for evidence of prehistoric tsunamis affecting this region. Rhodes says the likelihood of a tsunami 
striking Southern California is low because the region’s offshore islands and seafloor topography 
help buffer this area from such waves.
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Vanessa Acuna ’02 
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Dr. Michael G. Barton ’74 
Dr. Patricia M. Beauchamp ’76 
David S. Beck 
Janice Becker 
Doug Bei ’11 
Anita & Richard H. Belansky ’90
Jacqueline A. Benjamin ’96 
Manuel Berumen III ’12 
Susan H. Best ’87 
Kathy C. & Dan O. Black ’67 
Nancy J. ’79 & Dr. Martin V. Bonsangue ’80 
Beta L. Bowen ’85 
Yvonne E. ’70 & Dr. Anthony J. Brake ’72 
Daniel J. Brearley ’12 
Dr. Catherine A. Brennan
Marilyn C. Brewer & Louis M. Romano
David N. Buck ’78 
Cristian C. Bueno-Ramirez ’11 
Dr. Terry W. Bushay ’88 
Karen T. ’74 & John A. Bushman 
Richard W. Campbell ’71 
Pamela G. & Glenn R. Carlson Jr. ’69 
Kacie R. Carnes ’14 
Dr. Cher L. ’93 & Carl H. Carrera
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Dr. Gloria G. ’70 & Jorge Castellanos
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Toni Chancelor-Adams & Dr. Curtis E. Adams ’80
Dr. Sharisse S. Chavez ’81 
Marlana & Scott Chesney
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Emily J. Clapper ’14 
Dr. Diane Clemens-Knott & Dr. Jeffrey R. Knott 
Larry T. Co ’11 
Dr. Jewel P. Cobb
Nancy H. Cooper ’76 
Valerie Coria ’16 
Michael J. Cruikshank ’06 
Dr. Math P. Cuajungco
Jamie L. Cumberworth ’15 
Robert F. Cummings ’05 
Douglas E. Cummings ’80 
Suzan A. D’Ambrosia-Selle ’95 
Khai Q. Dang ’09 
Lyn K. Davis ’11 
Sara K. ’08 & Dr. Paul N. DeLand
Michael Denniston
Thomas R. Devine ’89 
Dr. Kathryn A. Dickson & Gary A. Hunt ’93  
Ronald R. Dolbin ’04 
Dr. Maureen A. Donnelly ’77 
Sandra L. Dorsey ’74 
Steven Duff
Mirko Duvnjak ’88 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dana & Greg T. Dyment
Scott Eisenbart
Michael D. Encke ’15 
Christine & Ronald Etcheverry
Ragaa N. Fahmi ’99 
Paul T. Farnham II ’99 
Farimah Fazeli ’07 
Thomas B. Feistel ’12 
Elizabeth & Sidney Fierro 
Susan & Mitchell H. Findlay ’75 
Susan A. Fisher ’03 & Matthew D. Wilken
Danielle Flores
Francisca & Rogelio Flores
Candace J. ’93 & Dr. John H. Foster
Edward A. & Jane G. Frank 
Kathleen & Dr. Albert J. Fredman
Elizabeth L. & Dr. James O. Friel 
Anna L. Garcia ’95
Ronald Godshalk
Dr. Barbara L. Gonzalez
Dr. Rafael A. Gonzalez ’82 
Nancy R. Goodhue-McWilliams ’70 
William Y. Goodman ’83 
Lawrence W. Gray ’05 
Peter C. Griffith ’79 
Leslie R. & William A. Groenewold 
Thomas J. Guiltinan 
William C. Hagan Jr. ’75 
Dwight R. Haggard ’77 
Elizabeth ’95 & Steven K. Hall ’77 
Lawrence Haraksin ’94 
Camille Harper & Scott Kleinman
Dr. Carole S. Harrison
Shelly & David L. Hartsuyker ’75 
Katalin L. & Gregory Heilig
Jim Herrick
Shawn M. Hicks ’15 
Maruta E. ’69 & Dr. Gene Hiegel
Dr. Stanley S. Hillman ’70 
Jonathan V. Hoang ’14 
Brian A. Hodgson ’79 
Dr. William J. Hoese 
Sandra E. Hom ’74 & John Yee
Donald A. Honer 
Liliana A. Hordoan ’07 
Dr. Michael H. Horn
Laura E. ’92 & Dr. Theodore V. Hromadka ’72 
Nancy A. Ikeda ’96 
Gabriel A. Islas ’14 
Kirk V. Iversen
Anita M. Jameson ’74 
Irma A. Jayaweera
Dr. Tina M. Jayaweera 
Emiliano J. Jimenez ’15 
Christa L. & Arnold E. Johnson ’92  
Cynthia J. ’68 & Stanley N. Johnson ’69 
Cynthia M. & Gerald E. Johnston ’71 
Irene O. Jones ’92 
Norma G. Jovel
George J. Kania ’75
Michael Karg
Thomas C. Kartrude ’76 
Joanne B. Kedzie
Brian A. Killeen ’96 
C. Jane ’71 & Ronald R. Kirk
Jane ’69 & Dr. Vuryl J. Klassen 
Linda D. ’77 & Dr. Robert A. Koch
Constance A. Kolajtowicz
Connie Kossky

Ira C. Kucheck ’81 
Dr. John Kwak ’02 
Mark S. La Morte 
Dr. Merri L. Lacey-Casem ’84 
Mary C. Ladron de Guevara ’04 
Khang D. Lai ’14 
Bridget B. ’93 & Dennis C. Lambert ’81 
Michael S. Larsen ’00 
Jennifer Law
Janet Lechuga ’02 
Kathy J. Lewis ’78  
Margery A. Lewis 
Danna Li 
Dr. Zhuangjie Li 
Victoria M. Liebman ’89 
Thanh-Thuy Lieu ’99 
Meri ’79 & Bruce A. Littlefield
Irwin Y. Loh ’04 
Khoa Luu ’16 
Mindy Ly ’05 
Dr. William P. MacKay ’70 
Omar A. Madrigal ’11 
Emma M. Mallon ’11 
Kristy W. Mar ’10 
Christina Marino ’75 
Dr. Frances H. & Dr. John H. Mathews
Bonnie K. McBean ’96 
Chelsea C. McBride 
Martha D. McCarthy ’87 
Colleen A. McDonough
Flordeluz & Donald C. McDougall ’90
Margaret M. McMillan
Deborah E. McQueen ’96 
Magali Melchor 
Elizabeth Melgar
Gloria T. Melo
Dr. Valbone Memeti 
Linda Miller
Marilyn E. Millet ’73 
Viridiana Mondragon 
Elva M. Mora ’09 
Rene Morales 
Tharwat Morcos ’02 
Laurie K. Morgan ’88 
Dr. Curran D. Muhlberger
Dr. Michael J. Mulligan ’82 
Eugene M. Murray ’73 
Nancy M. ’77 & Dr. Steven N. Murray  
Grace T. Naddour ’15 
Jane K. ’72 & Arthur Y. Nakahara ’72 
Takeshi Nakaya ’85 
Ann & Dr. Roger Nanes
Kelsey Nannini
Fizzah Nasir ’13 
Nancy K. & Richard L. Nelson ’69 
Khanh M. Nguyen ’05 
Dick D. Nguyen ’11 
Dr. Maria L. Nielson
Dr. Mary C. Nolan-Riegle & Kenneth C. Riegle ’73
Daniel G. Nunez ’03 
Amy K. & Timothy O’Brien
Karyn L. Ofa ’87 
Mary O’Grady ’74 
Moussa Omidvar ’14 
Dr. Joyce K. Ono & Richard E. McCaman
Dr. David L. Pagni
Kerry L. Pangburn ’75 
Deanna & Arie Passchier
Purvi R. Patel ’09 
Kathleen V. ’70 & Jack Patrona ’92
Eric S. Patschull ’07 
Dr. Frank A. Paul ’83 
James O. Paumier ’73 
Ann & Dr. Donald E. Pease 
Patrick J. Pellicane 
Ann ’80 & Bernal Peralta
Rene A. Perez ’02 

Katherine H. Peters ’79 & Douglas Simao 
Gregory D. Pfeiffer ’74 
Thao T. Pham ’03 & Thong V. Nguyen
Daniel J. Philo ’14 
Kay L. ’77 & Brian P. Pitts ’79
Christina Plett
Jeanile & Stephen L. Plett ’78 
Lisa Quane
Dr. Madeline E. Rasche
David R. Reyes ’09 
Dr. Brady P. Rhodes
Benjamin Richards
Paul S. Ripley ’78 
Patricia A. Robards ’13 
Cecilia Roman ’95 
Thomas Romick
Dr. Marvin J. Rosenberg
Gary S. Rosenberg ’82 
Nicole M. Samuels ’93 
Yareli Sanchez ’09 
Dr. Nashat B. Saweris
Nicholas B. Scalzo
Nanette & Terry W. Schulz ’70 
Randy J. Scott ’88 
Anita & Dr. Mark H. Shapiro
Robert Shei
Brian G. Short
Sandra A. Short
Thomas L. Slaback ’69 
Marianne Smith
Susan C. Smith
Branden E. Smith ’06 
Jon C. Smith ’02 
Dr. Linda J. ’77 & Dr. Tom Spilker
Kathryn E. Spurrell ’77 
Patricia J. Stauffer ’84 
Eileen T. Stephens ’84 
Debbie B. Stevens
Richard Strattan 
Alyse & Dr. H. Eric Streitberger
Nancy E. ’75 & Everett Stuck ’75 
Dr. Edward A. Sullivan
Barbara R. Summerson
Nan Sun ’15 
Teresa Swavely 
Dr. Fu-Ming Tao
Aron Taylor ’01 
Dr. Marcelo E. Tolmasky
C. R. Tracy
Scott R. Traub ’97 
Dr. G. Cleve Turner
Christine Ulrichsen
Christina & Michael Vawser
Dr. Sean E. Walker
Eileen Walsh
Adrienne Walton
Lisa M. Walton
Michael E. Walton
Ann C. Wang ’80 
Kristen M. Waters ’99 
Frank J. Wegscheider ’94 
William E. Welch ’82 
Laura J. ’75 & John F. Westermeier ’71 
Katherine F. Whitlow ’05 
George J. Wirtes III ’97 
Lisa C. & Wayne A. Wooding ’85 
Dr. James F. Woodward
Charles Wright
Hao Xu
Dr. David A. Young ’71  
Shelly J. ’88 & Calude Zehnder II 
Janet R. ’88 & Mark T. Zeko ’87 

Reconnect with your alma mater through a gift to the College 
of Natural Sciences & Mathematics. Your generosity helps 
continue our tradition of innovative research and academic 
excellence. We are grateful to all of our 2015/2016 donors.
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For more information on events  
or donations, please contact: 

Michael Karg, Senior Director of Development  
657.278.3348  |  mkarg@fullerton.edu

Visit us at:
facebook.com/csuf.nsm

Make a donation at: 
giving.fullerton.edu/giving

NSM PROFESSOR HONORED FOR RESEARCH ACHIEVEMENTS
President Mildred García (right) congratulates Marcelo E. Tolmasky (left), professor of biological 
science, who was honored with the 2016 L. Donald Shields Excellence in Scholarship and Creativity 
Award. Tolmasky’s research focuses on understanding antibiotic-resistant bacteria and developing 
strategies to improve the effectiveness of antibiotics. •

CORPORATIONS & FOUNDATIONS
Allergan plc
Amazon.com, Inc.
American Chemical Society 
American Endowment Foundation 
Annual Wild Game Feed 
AquaLife Ponds 
ATEN Technology Inc.
Bay Area Spirit Enthusiasts
BC2 Environmental
Beckman Coulter Inc.
The Benson Family Trust  
The Boeing Company  
Busey Wealth Management 
California Mathematics  
Cub Scout Pack 623 Boy Scouts of America 

Dirty Feet Productions 
Edison International®
Environmental Audit, Inc. 
Environmental Engineering & Contracting, Inc. 
Fidelity CharitableSM

Fluor Corporation®

Giracci Vineyards & Farms 
GMU Geotechnical, Inc.
GS and M. Rosenberg Trust 
Hromadka & Associates 
John H. Grace Foundation
Johnson & Johnson 
Kucheck Family Trust
Leidos
LINN Energy, LLC
NMG Geotechnical, Inc 

Northrop Grumman Corporation 
Orange Chapter of the Izaak Walton League of America
Orange County Bird Breeders 
Orange County Coastkeeper®

Quest Diagnostics Matching Gifts Program 
Robinson PTA 
The Rose Society of Saddleback Mountain 
Short Revocable Living Trust
Sierra Club Orange County Group 
Southern California Bluebird Club 
United Way Worldwide  
Vanguard Charitable Endowment Program 
Western Digital Corporation
Western National Parks Association 
Whiting Petroleum Corporation

2015/2016 NSM DONOR HONOR ROLL  (cont.)

CALL FOR GUEST PROFESSORS 

Interested in sharing your professional experience with NSM students? Sign up to be a “Professor for a Day.”  
Contact Monica Garza, development coordinator, at mogarza@fullerton.edu today. 
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