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University Service: Why do it? 
How to get on the commi-ee of 
your dreams 

 
Sco$ Hewi$ 

Chemistry and Biochemistry 
 
Why do university service? 
 
Overworked?  Already doing service work 
for your department and college?  So, why 
do university service?  Because service will 
allow you… 

• To enhance your scholarly and 
crea%ve ac%vi%es and your teaching. 

To help make our university the best it can 
be. 
• To stay informed. 
• To have some control over the 

decisions being made. 
• To help keep your department 

informed and ensure that your 
department has a voice. 

• To learn more about the university. 
• To meet and interact with faculty 

outside of your department or 
college. 

• To be exposed to a wide range of 
views. 

• To experience the camaraderie of a 
commi%ed group of diverse campus 
members. 

• To meet the requirements for 
tenure and promo,on. 

• To receive a higher ranking on your 
sabba$cal applica$on. 

 
How are faculty members selected to 
university commi.ees? 
 
At last count, there are more than 47 
university commi.ees, boards, councils, 
task forces, ad hoc commi0ees, … (not 

including the Academic Senate).  If we 
es#mate that there are six faculty per 
commi%ee and that each faculty member 
on average serves two years, then the 
Senate Execu+ve Commi'ee must replace 
about 140 faculty per year. This process 
begins in mid‐spring and is not completed 
un#l early fall.  The Senate Execu#ve 
Commi%ee is composed of the elected 
officers of the Academic Senate and our 
three elected CSU academic senators.  The 
Execu&ve Commi-ee nominates faculty for 
commi%ee service (except for the Academic 
Senate, in which individuals pe22on and 
then run as candidates in an elec.on).  For 
the three General Commi.ees (Faculty 
Research, Professional Leaves, and Faculty 
Personnel), an elec-on is held which 
includes the Execu.ve Commi3ee nominees 
and any other individuals who complete a 
nomina&on pe&&on.  For all other 
commi%ees, the Academic Senate must 
approve the Execu.ve Commi2ee 
nominees. 
 
How does the Senate Execu+ve 
Commi%ee make their 
recommenda)ons? 
 
The Senate Execu-ve Commi3ee looks at 
the data from the online Commi/ee 
Interest Forms.  For some posi.ons, there 
are no faculty members who have 
expressed an interest.  For other posi0ons, 
there are many faculty members who have 
expressed an interest.  Marilyn Miller, in the 
Academic Senate Office, will place a note on 
the forms if a faculty member contacts her 
about interest in a specific commi0ee.  
Execu&ve Commi-ee members will also add 
names of faculty who have contacted them 
or names of faculty who they consider to be 
a good fit for a par+cular commi1ee.  We 
are looking for faculty with special skills 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and/or specific interest appropriate for a 
par$cular commi,ee.   
 
We try to include as many different colleges 
as possible (for many commi1ees, we are 
required to only have one faculty member 
per college; however, HSS, which is the 
largest college o+en is allowed one from H 
and one from SS).  If someone from your 
college is already on the commi)ee, then 
you will have to wait for that person to step 
down or finish his/her term.  We also try to 
have a diverse commi-ee in terms of 
gender, race, and rank. 
 
So, to get on the commi-ee of your 
dreams… 
 

• Fill out the online Commi-ee 
Interest Form 
(www.fullerton.edu/senate) as soon 
as possible.  We update the online 
form for the following year usually in 
February. 

• Contact Marilyn Miller or a Senate 
Execu&ve Commi-ee member if 
there is a specific commi%ee that 
you really want to be on.  The 
current Execu*ve Commi0ee is 
composed of Sco+ Hewi+ (NSM), 
Jack Bedell (HSS), Joanne Gass (HSS), 
Lynda Randall (ED), Ken Walicki 
(ARTS), Amir Dabirian (IT), Zvi 
Drezner (MCBE), Diana Guerin 
(HHD), Barry Pasternack (MCBE), 
and Vince Buck (HSS).  A new 
Execu&ve Commi-ee is elected 
during finals week of each spring 
semester. 

 
 
 
 
 

If you are unfamiliar with our university 
commi%ees … 
 

• Ask your colleagues for appropriate 
commi%ees, based on your interests 
and the %me that you can commit to 
a commi'ee. 

• Look for commi*ees that will 
complement your teaching or 
scholarly and crea-ve ac-vi-es. 

• Check the online Commi-ee Interest 
Form to get more informa-on on 
each commi)ee (you can do this 
without submi+ng your choices). 

 
A list of commi+ees and current members 
can be found at 
h"p://www.fullerton.edu/senate/Commi"e
es_to_Distribute.pdf 
Have a great summer!  Please send your 
comments and ideas to me at 
shewi&@fullerton.edu.  
 

 
Dr. Sco( 
Hewi% is a 
professor of 
chemistry.  
He and his 
research 
students 
study how 
hydrocarbons 
react in air 
(smog), 

combus'on systems (incinerators), 
archeological samples (Olmec tar), and 
biological samples (aging).  Sco2 is an avid 
Titan baseball fan and mountain 
Ultrarunner.  He currently serves as chair of 
the Academic Senate. 

 


