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INSTITUTIONALIZING 
PEDAGOGY & CURRICULA THAT 
PROMOTE STUDENTS’ CRITICAL 

CONSCIOUSNESS  
FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE 

¡  Situating myself 
¡  Relevance to AAUP audience 
¡ Asian American Studies’ Mission 
¡ What is service learning? 
¡  T imeline:  What did we do? 
¡ What is ASAM 230? 
¡  How does ASAM 230 work? 
¡  How do we know students’ develop critical 

consciousness?  ASAM 230 promotes social justice? 
¡ Next steps 

PREVIEW 

¡  Specialty: Higher Education & Organizational Change ;  AAPI 
feminist theory, transformative pedagogy. 

¡  Doctoral research: AAPI Activists ,  Mentors and Protégés, 
development of their  commitment to democracy, community, 
and civic engagement (2001); national study on “How Service 
Learning Affects Students”  (Higher Education Research Inst itute, 
UCLA, 2000). 

¡  Faculty member ,  Asian American Studies Program, Department of 
Ethnic Studies, Cal i fornia State Univers ity, Ful lerton; former 
administrator ,  academic affairs and student affairs-promoting 
recruitment/retention of faculty and staff of color 

SITUATING 
MYSELF 

§  Youngest of seven children of 
Chinese immigrant parents 

§  Union family (mother:  teacher in  
Los Angeles Unified School District; 
father:  machinists’ union, Hostess 
Baking Company) 

RELEVANCE TO AAUP AUDIENCE 

Language:  Bringing feminist, anti-
racist language to AAUP organizing 
discourse. 
 
Social justice:  Not only through 
activist organizing, but also through 
activist pedagogy and curriculum 
development. 
 

Naming:  Including people of Asian American and Pacific Islander 
descent in conversations about race, especially who experiences 
predominantly White university campuses as racialized spaces. 
 
Reframing:  Our collective work and coalition-building could and 
should bridge our respective efforts for social justice. 
 

ORIGINAL VISION OF  
FIELD OF ASIAN AMERICAN STUDIES 
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ASIAN AMERICAN STUDIES, CSUF 

Vision: 
The vision of the Asian 
American Studies Program is 
to achieve and sustain 
social justice for all, with a  
specific focus on Asian and 
Pacific Islander Americans. 

Mission: 
The Mission of the 
Asian American 
Studies Program is 
to realize the 
program’s vision 
through creating 
knowledge, 
teaching, and 
serving Asian and 
Pacific Islander 
Americans. 
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TIMELINE: WHAT HAVE WE DONE?  
2008-PRESENT 

1. Partnership Development 

• Relationship-building: Orange 
County Asian & Pacific Islander 
Community Alliance (OCAPICA) - 
visioning together, mutual support 

-Center for Internships & 
Community Engagement (CICE) – 
administrative and financial 
support 

-Faculty Development Center 
(FDC) – Curriculum Development 
support 

 

• Collegial/shared governance: 
mission, values, assumptions and 
beliefsCommunication: Monthly 
meetings, weekly phone calls, 
email 

• Research sustainable models 
(SFSU and resources) 

• Create and co-teach ASAM 230, 
“Civic Engagement Through AAPI 
Studies” 

• helloasam230.wordpress.com 

2. Infrastructure/Curriculum Development 

• Identify: curricular solution to community need 
(consistent college-aged mentors) 

• Research: CSUF curriculum development; 
enrollment-driven budget  
• Spring 2010. Special course (Program and College 
approval; elective limited to 3 semesters) 

• Fall 2011. Permanent course (Program, College, 
University Curriculum Committee and Academic 
Senate approval; elective in university curriculum) 

• Fall 2016. General Education course (Program, 
College, University General Education Committee and 
Academic Senate approval for Fall 2017) 
• FIRST dedicated Service-Learning course (created as 
a SL course, not modified) to be approved for GE 
Status in CSUF history 

3. Infrastructure/Resource 

• Intramural Grants: CSUF 
Center for Internships & 
Community Engagement; 
Faculty Enhancement & 
Instructional Development 

• Extramural Grants: 
Southern California Edison, 
2011 and 2012 

¡  Serv ice learn ing i s  a teaching and learn ing s t rategy that  integrates  meaningfu l  
communi ty  serv ice  w i th  ins t ruct ion  and ref lect ion to enr ich the learn ing 
exper ience,  teach c iv ic  respons ib i l i ty ,  and s t rengthen communit ies  (def in i t ion by 
Learn and Serve Amer ica Nat ional  Serv ice Learn ing Clear inghouse) .  

 
¡  A process  of  involv ing s tudents  in  communi ty  serv ice act iv i t ies  + faci l i tated means 

for  apply ing the exper ience to thei r  academic and personal  development  

¡  Course learn ing object ives are l inked to meaningfu l  human ,  safety ,  educat ional ,  
and env i ronmental  needs that  are co-determined wi th  communi ty  par tners  and 
serv ice recip ients .  

¡  Cri t ical  d i f ference and dis t inguish ing character is t ic  of  serv ice learn ing i s  i t s  
reciprocal  and balanced emphasis  on both s tudents ’  learn ing and address ing real  
needs in  the communi ty .     

¡  Course mater ia ls  and ref lect ion act iv i t ies  supplement  the s tudent  serv ice .    In  turn,  
the serv ice exper ience is  brought  back to the classroom to enhance the academic 
dia logue and s tudent  comprehens ion .    S tudents  work  on real  problems that  make 
academic learn ing re levant  whi le  s imul taneous ly  enhancing thei r  socia l  sk i l l s ,  
analyt ical  abi l i ty ,  c iv ic  and eth ical  respons ib i l i ty ,  se l f -ef f icacy,  and career  
development.  

Source: Fayetteville State University, http://www.uncfsu.edu/civic-engagement/service-learning/definition-of-service-learning 

WHAT IS SERVICE LEARNING? 

¡  Course  T i t le :  C iv ic  Engagement  Th rough AAPI  S tud ies  
 

¡  Ins t ructors :   Jenn i fe r  A .  Yee,  ASAM,  CSUF ;  Ash ley  Cher i ,  Vee jay  At i lano,  Kass ie  Tong,  
Orange County  As ian Pac i f ic  I s lander  Communi ty  A l l iance (OCAPICA)  

 
¡  Purpose :   p rov ide an in te l lectua l  and v i scera l  exper ience that  a l lows  s tudents  to  

deve lop a cr i t ica l  ab i l i t y  to  unders tand,  approach and a l te r  theory ,  po l icy ,  and 
pract ice of  s tudy ing and serv ing AAPI  communi t ies .   

 
¡  How? S tudents  examine and deconst ruct :    

1) how the historical context and purpose of AAPI Studies inherently involves serving local, 
national and international AAPI communities,  
2) the purpose of service/civic engagement courses,  

3) the need to serve specific populations with cultural competency, and  
4) their evolving sense of l i fe purpose and mission 

 

¡  Speci f ica l l y  des igned to  use  enro l led s tudents ’  ident i t ies  and persona l  exper iences  as  
sp r ingboards/ lenses  fo r  examin ing i s sues .   

 

¡  Benef i t s  those in te res ted in  ra i s ing the i r  consc iousness  about  AAPI  communi t ies  and 
needs .  

WHAT IS ASAM 230? HOW DOES ASAM 230 WORK? 
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MENTORING WITH OCAPICA 

¡  Scholarly inquiry and publication 
§  Student engagement in scholarship:  

§  January 2015-local Asian Pacific American Awareness conference, 
University of California, Irvine; 

§  April 2015-international Continuums of Service conference; Queen 
Mary, Long Beach, CA 

§  Partner engagement in scholarship:  
§  April 2015-international Continuums of Service conference; Queen 

Mary, Long Beach, CA 
§  April 2016-national WASC Consortium of Universities and Colleges 

conference, Anaheim, CA 
§  Summer/Fall 2016: Writing and publishing scholarly article on 

conceptual framework for developing long-term, mutually beneficial 
university-community partnership 

 
¡  Expanding partnerships  

§  Local CBOs focusing on civic engagement 
§  State/national policy organizations focusing on leadership and 

civic engagement 
 
 

NEXT STEPS 


