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After many years in western Montana, the 2018 field camp was in the 
White/Inyo Mountains. During the 1st half students mapped the structurally 
complex Poleta Folds area with Dr. Akciz.  
 
For the 2nd half, the students learned Quaternary mapping in the Waucoba 
Lake Beds near Big Pine. In between, there were excursions to Long Valley 
caldera, the Bishop Tuff, Mono Lake and the glacial moraines at Convict Lake.  

               
 
 
 
 
The students dry camped the entire 3+ weeks in the White Mountains cooking 
their own meals and enjoying the occasional “bath” in the Owens River. 
 

Department  

Changes…

Among the faculty, Dr. Natalie Bursztyn left 
CSUF at the end of the 2017-18 academic year for a 
position at Quest University in her native Canada. 
Dr. Bursztyn arrived in 2015 and, in her short time 
here, revamped the science education courses and 
established the Department’s learning assessment 
program that was frequently cited by CSUF 
administration as an example for the entire 
university. Canada’s gain is CSUF’s, and Southern 
California Roller Derby’s, loss. We will miss Natalie 
and wish her all the best.  

Dr. Phil Armstrong announced that this Spring’s 
geophysics (356) class will be his last. Phil will retire 
at the end of the 2018-19 academic year after 20 
years at CSUF. Dr. Armstrong is on sabbatical for the 
Fall 2018 semester and we wish him all the best and 
send our condolences to trout everywhere.  

Most recently, Dr. Diane Clemens-Knott 
announced that she will be retiring at the end of the 
Fall semester after 27 years at CSUF. She will enter 
the faculty early retirement program in 2019, 
teaching half-time and exploring her new passion for 
scuba diving the other half. Dr. Jeff Knott will retire 
at the end of the 2018-19 academic year as well.  

Another logistical change for the Department is 
that CSUF and Geological Sciences are no longer 
participants in Orange County’s John D. Cooper 
Archeological and Paleontological Center. The 
university and the department put substantial effort 
into assembling a proposal to continue its efforts 
there; however, the County of Orange decided not 
to award the contract to CSUF. In the Cooper 
tradition, CSUF leaves the Cooper Center in much 
better condition than we received it. Over the years, 
Directors Dr. Jeri Lipps and Dr. John Foster organized 
and improved the Center such that Dr. James 
Parham and his many students completed numerous 
research projects with the abundant fossil material. 
The Department, and everyone in Orange County, is 
thankful to the many professionals, students and 
volunteers who made the Cooper Center an 
outstanding research center.  

- Jeff Knott, 2018-19 Chair 

Mapping in the Waucoba Beds at the base 
of the Inyo Mountains with the Sierra 
Nevada In the background 

 

Dinner bell at French Camp in the 
Sierra Nevada 
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As many of you may already know, on March 10, 2018. we lost one of the 

original pillars of the Department with the passing of emeritus professor Dr. 

Margaret S. Woyski.  

Dr. Woyski was 96 years old. She came to CSUF in 1967 to the Department 

of Earth Science and served the Department, College and University for 25 

years.   

Upon hearing of Dr. Woyski’s passing, a number of alumni related stories 

of, and tributes to, Margaret Woyski. Here are some excerpts from a few: 

From Jeffrey Bennett (‘97), Principal Hydrogeologist, EarthCon:  

I can still see her in optical mineralogy using tinker toys to explain how 

polarizing filters worked. It was funny watching her put them together, but it 

was effective. Pretty sure she used yellow for the light rays. She’ll be missed. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
From Dr. Donna Anderson (‘74), Affiliate Faculty, Colorado School of Mines 

Margaret was a major part of my early career: getting me to major in 
geology, being a good mentor, inspiring me that, yes, I could persevere as a 
woman geologist having seen all the trials and tribulations that she went 
through. She was my example of how one could overcome adverse 
situations…the education I received from her was, indeed, rigorous and 
scientific, which stood me well through my M.S. and Ph.D. degrees and through 
my work history in the oil and gas industry over my 40+-year career. 
 
From Dr. James Kubicki (’83), Professor and Chair, Department of Geological 
Sciences, UT El Paso 

She was a great teacher and really so into it that students had the 
discipline and critical thinking skills we needed to develop. I have been 
impressed how she persisted in a "Man's World", and she is a pioneer and to be 
appreciated for helping to break the gender barrier in geology. 

 

NSM Awards 
HIGHLIGHTS 
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The students, faculty and staff of Geological Sciences thank the following people for their generous 
support of the Department over the last 12 months. Your donations form the bulk of the scholarships 
and awards earned and awarded to undergraduate and graduate students each year. All of us 
remember how those few extra dollars help during the year or while we’re at field camp. Keep in mind 
that a donation to a Geological Sciences scholarship or award is a high-value donation in that all of your 
donation goes to students. Any amount helps. Department donations may be made through the 
Department web site (http://www.fullerton.edu/geology/).  
 

Mr. Patrick W. McNelly ‘ 82 Mr. Eric S. Patschull ConocoPhillips Company 

Dr. Valbone Memeti Mr. Carlos M. Landaverde Mr. J. Michael Palin ‘81 

Mr. Rene A. Perez ’02 & ‘09 Ms. Nancy H. Cooper Dr. Merri L. Casem ‘84 

Mr. Thomas C. Kartrude ‘76 Mr. Thomas J. Handzus, Jr. Ms. Mary C. Lacey  

Environmental Engineering & 
Contracting, Inc Hamilton And Associates Mr. Aron Taylor ’02 & 06 / GMU 

Ms. Anna L. Garcia ’95 & ‘10 Mr. Benjamin T. Lewis Kay Pitts 

Ms. Shelby R. Barker ‘10 Dr. Jeffrey R. Knott Mr. William Goodman ’83 / NMG 

Mr. Joe A. Roe ‘01  Ms. Jeri J. Young Searchers Gem and Mineral Society 

Mrs. Susan C. Smith ‘08 Mrs. Nancy E. Stuck Chrysta Wells ‘09 

Mr. Timothy A. Alderman ‘02 Mr. William B. Woyski Mike Cruikshank ‘06 

Ms. Michelle L. Vitale ’12 / Chevron Mr. Brian and Ms. Kay L. Pitts 
(’79 & ’78) 

Dan Black ‘67 

Mr. Daniel P. Wieder ‘79  
 

Don’t forget to follow the department on Facebook and Twitter 
 

           
 

TUFFY THE MAMMOTH 
Next time you visit campus make sure to drop into the Chapman Atrium of Titan Student Union 
to see Tuffy the Mammoth. The Siberian woolly mammoth skeleton was unveiled on November 
29th and was a gift from John Gregg and the Gregg Family Foundation. The fossil is on permanent 
display. 

http://www.fullerton.edu/geology/
https://www.facebook.com/CalStateFullerton.Geology/
https://twitter.com/CSUFGeology
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6782061
https://www.instagram.com/fullertongeology/
https://www.youtube.com/user/GeologyCSUFullerton
https://giving.fullerton.edu/giving.aspx?sAssigned_cd=GEOLOGY
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Upcoming Department Events/Seminars 

 

In the News… 

http://www.fullerton.edu/geology/research/researchday2019.php
http://www.fullerton.edu/geology/research/researchday2019.php
http://news.fullerton.edu/2018sp/volcano-researchers.aspx
http://news.fullerton.edu/2018fa/marine-invertebrate-fossil-research.aspx
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