
August 7, 2025

New Graduate 
Student Orientation



• Office of Graduate Studies and Graduate Studies Student Center
• Research and Writing Resources
• Student Success Resources
• Q & A
• Coming soon…

• Recording of Session, Resource Guide, Cliff Notes

Agenda



• Program Advisors, Faculty & Staff
• Program Orientations
• Cal State Fullerton websites
• Social Media

Additional Resources



Office of 
Graduate Studies



Official Transcripts and 
Degree Verification

CSUF Graduate Studies

Karen Tseng
Admissions Evaluator



Transcripts
• Submit your final official transcripts with degree 

conferral date

• Is your degree from an international institution?

� Submit your final official degree certificate 

    (not provisional)

• Visit the “To Do list” under ‘Tasks’ on your Student 

Portal for any outstanding items

• If you are an international student, please refer to our 

FAQ for more information.

https://www.fullerton.edu/graduate/_resources/pdfs/prospective/csuf-office-of-graduate-studies-international-students-faq-21325.pdf


Slide Title

Click ‘More’

Click on 
outstanding item 

in To Do list





Grad Student Policies 
and Graduation

Karolyn Lee
Evaluator



Student Responsibilities

▪ Become familiar with all graduate policies

▪ Find graduate policy on the graduate studies 

website under the Academics tab: 

  http://www.fullerton.edu/graduate/

http://www.fullerton.edu/graduate/


Grades and GPA
● Minimum passing grade is a “C” except for programs that 

have a higher minimum grade requirement.

● Grad GPA requirements: 3.00
○ Study Plan courses

■ Includes only courses required for the degree.
○ All Graduate courses

■ Any 500-level coursework. This does not include 
courses taken as credit/no credit.

■ Any 400-level coursework that is eligible for 
graduate credit. This does not include courses 
taken as credit/no credit.

■ Any coursework transferred from Extended 
Education or from another university.



Continuous Enrollment and Leave 
of Absence

Graduation Check

• Enroll every semester until award of the degree

• Leave of Absence (LOA)

• GRAD 700

• Apply and pay for Graduation Check 

• Deadlines found on Graduate Studies website



Titan Degree Audit
CSUF Graduate Studies

Stephanie Nguyen
Support Services Specialist



Titan Degree Audit (TDA)

• Keeps track of your academic 

progress toward completion of your 

program

• Shows completed coursework at 

CSUF, transfer courses, and courses 

in-progress

• Your graduate advisor can review 

your TDA with you



Understanding Your TDA

• Your TDA tracks your course 

progression and other graduate student 

requirements, such as GPA checks, 

resident unit requirements, etc.

• For questions on your TDA, connect 

with your graduate advisor.

• Transfer credits

• What courses to take next



Graduate Advisor

• Connect with your program’s 

designated Graduate Advisor

• Main point of contact for 

coursework or program 

questions



Thesis and Dissertation Formatting

Eliot Cossaboom

Thesis/Dissertation Reader



Thesis/Dissertation* Process

Writing and 
Defense

Submission 
and Reader 

Revision

Publishing 
and 

Finalization

* Applies to 598/698 students only



Writing and Defense

1. Student reads Thesis/Dissertation Manual and Template

2. Student writes paper

3. Student defends paper (optional)

4. Student makes all committee-requested edits

Student pastes paper into Template
and formats all work



Submission and Reader Revisions

1. Student submits paper in Template via Submission Form

2. Committee members sign digital Verification Form

3. Thesis/Dissertation Reader reviews paper and works with 
student to finalize formatting, accessibility, and 
citations/references



Publishing and Finalization

1. Reader and student agree that all Reader revisions are 
complete and paper is ready to publish

2. Paper is published online first on Zenodo, then 
ScholarWorks

3. Graduate Studies is alerted to student’s completion



Notes

• New Thesis/Dissertation Template for Fall 2025

• Fall 2025 Submission Deadline: November 21, 2025

• Open Reader Hours: Mondays 6-7 PM on Zoom

• Reader email: ecossaboom@fullerton.edu

https://www.fullerton.edu/graduate/current/thesis.html

mailto:ecossaboom@fullerton.edu


Funding Opportunities, Awards, 
and Events

Dr. Alexandra Terrones
GSC Senior Program Coordinator



Scholarships or Other Financial Aid

Graduate Equity 
Fellowship

• $500-$2000 for tuition 
• Continuation towards PhD/faculty career
• Need-based, increasing diversity

Spring

University & CSU 
Scholarships

• $-$$$$ 
• Criteria varies
• Deadlines and application requirements vary

Fall/Spring

Giles T. Brown Thesis 
Support Award

• Thesis research grant
• Support for software, equipment, or materials needed in 

research

Fall

Sally Casanova 
Pre-Doctoral Program

• For students interested in pursuing doctoral programs
• $5000 + additional funding for summer research

February

Chancellor’s Doctoral 
Incentive Program

• Pursuing doctoral degree, intent to become CSU faculty
• Forgivable loan program, access to additional funding

February



Awards and Events

Giles T. Brown 
Thesis Excellence 
Award 

• University acknowledgement for original 
contribution in field

• Completed thesis that academic year

Spring

Grad Slam • 3-minute thesis presentation
• Up to $1,000 in prizes for winners
• Opportunity to compete in CSU-wide competition

Spring

CSUF Student 
Research 
Competition 

• Experience presenting scholarly work
• Cash prizes for winners, opportunity to compete in 

CSU competition

February

http://www.fullerton.edu/graduate/

http://www.fullerton.edu/graduate/


Graduate Studies Center (GSC)

Dr. Alexandra Terrones
GSC Senior Program Coordinator



Graduate Studies Center (GSC)

• Studying spaces with wide variety of seating
• Private study room available for reservation (3 

hours/day max)
• Snacks and coffee/tea during events and exam 

periods
• Kitchen space equipped with microwave, 

refrigerator, and sink
• 1-hour virtual writing appointments (1 appt./week 

max)
• Events and workshops to support your personal, 

academic, and professional development

Hours:

Pollak Library North – PLN 121

Monday – Thursday: 10:00am – 7:00pm
Friday: 10:00am – 5:00pm



Visit the GSC Webpage 

When the academic year begins, go to https://www.fullerton.edu/graduate/gsc/index.html to access 
our reservation systems and view our upcoming programs!

https://www.fullerton.edu/graduate/gsc/index.html


Follow us on Instagram 
to stay up-to-date!



Student Support 
Services



Student Support Services Overview

Learn more about services available to 
CSUF graduate and professional students 

by checking out our resource guide!



Some Student Support Services to Know
● Basic Needs Services – Supports students who experience an unforeseen hardship and 

demonstrate current need. Forms of assistance include food support, temporary housing, grant 
funds, hygiene products, and access to gently worn professional attire.

● TitanHealth – Encompasses clinical health services (TitanMed), health promotion services 
(TitanWell), and confidential advocacy services (TitanThrive).

● Career Center – Prepares Titans for their future career success by offering resources such as 
career advising, resume and cover letter reviews, workshops, job and internship fairs, etc.

● Veterans Resource Center – Provides services to military-connected students. Resources 
include a study space, scholarship opportunities, and support utilizing VA benefits.

● Office of Financial Aid – Provides students with the financial resources and related services, 
as well as administers federal, state, and university aid in accordance with applicable policies 
and regulations.



Learn more about how to contact the Office of Financial Aid at fullerton.edu/financialaid

Location: Gordon Hall 146
M, T, Th, F: 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM 
W: 12:30 PM - 5:00 PM
*Last walk-in at 4:50 PM

You can also send them a message on their “Contact Us” page on their site!

Office of Financial Aid

Phone: 657-278-3125
M, T, Th: 8:00 AM – 6:00 PM
W: 12:30 PM - 6:00 PM
*Last call at 5:30 PM
F: 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
*Last call at 4:30 PM

http://fullerton.edu/financialaid


Your TitanCard can be used across campus to pay for food, services, fees. Your TitanCard can also be 
used in the Titan Shops!

Titan Card: Obtaining Your Student ID

Getting the TitanCard In Person
1. Go to fullerton.edu/id 
2. Click on “New TitanCard”
3. Once you agree to the TitanCard 

Terms and Conditions, you are done 
with the TitanCard application.

4. Visit the TitanCard Office located in 
Pollak Library South-1st floor to get 
your TitanCard. Please bring a valid 
form of photo ID (Passport, Drivers 
License, other government issued 
IDs, Community College ID). Please 
have your CWID ready. 

Getting the TitanCard Remotely 
1. Go to fullerton.edu/id  
2. Click on “Other”
3. You will be prompted to watch a video and verify your 

personal information.
4. Complete the government ID verification process.
5. Take a photo of a government issued ID .
6. Take a selfie for verification. The selfie must meet the 

TitanCard photo requirements since this will also be used 
as the TitanCard photo.

7. Review and sign the TitanCard terms and conditions
For more information on the remote process, visit 
https://www.fullerton.edu/it/services/titancard/about/remote-proc
ess.html

http://fullerton.edu/id
http://fullerton.edu/id
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fullerton.edu%2Fit%2Fservices%2Ftitancard%2Fabout%2Fremote-process.html&data=05%7C02%7Canelson%40fullerton.edu%7Ce29383db27a54b71024b08ddcacc62c2%7C82c0b871335f4b5c9ed0a4a23565a79b%7C0%7C0%7C638889701357111581%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DJ7nvnKZRFXSPZ79WH5jmfK%2F9czOAAHMojTxCIDXFGk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fullerton.edu%2Fit%2Fservices%2Ftitancard%2Fabout%2Fremote-process.html&data=05%7C02%7Canelson%40fullerton.edu%7Ce29383db27a54b71024b08ddcacc62c2%7C82c0b871335f4b5c9ed0a4a23565a79b%7C0%7C0%7C638889701357111581%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DJ7nvnKZRFXSPZ79WH5jmfK%2F9czOAAHMojTxCIDXFGk%3D&reserved=0


PRESENTATION TITLE

Counseling and Psychological Services 
(CAPS)

Mental Health Support for Graduate Students

Annie Petrossian, Ph.D.



Mental Health and Wellness Resources for You

• Routine: Therapy, referrals for long-term/intensive therapy/assessment, and support and 
education on all mental health concerns, workshops, groups

• Hours: Mon-Fri 8 am-5 pm
• Location: Titan Hall (1111 State College Blvd); check in on 1st floor

• Crisis: Available 24/7 by telephone for crisis support: 657-278-3040
• Appointments available in person or by Zoom
• Individual and group therapy, medication management, workshops, consultation, and 

wellness events

• Stress management/preventive: Wellness Room with massage chairs, nap pods, coloring 
books, and yoga (Titan Hall, 3rd floor)

• Follow us on Instagram (@csufcaps) and on our website for most up to date information on 
our semester programs: https://www.fullerton.edu/caps/

https://www.fullerton.edu/caps/


Overview of services: 
https://www.fullerton.edu/caps/services/index.html



Pollak Library

John Hickok
Reference & Instruction Librarian



Our CSUF Pollak Library is 
           awesome!

           



5 Library things to know…



Finding articles: Use OneSearch or databases!1.



OneSeach finds articles of all majors 



Psychology database Political Science database

Databases find articles of specific majors 



BTW, if the full text isn’t available immediately…

Just click any of these buttons to get 
to the InterLibrary Loan request page!

Never pay for articles at $ websites!



Finding books/e-books: yes, we have them!2.

InterLibrary
Loan



Major-specific help: use online Library guides! 3.



Other library helps: citations, videos, rooms, etc.4.



Librarians are here to help!5.

● Visit in-person
● Chat online 24/7
● Email
● Phone call
● Research Consultations

https://www.library.fullerton.edu/help/



Questions?

Contact your subject librarian:
    https://libraryguides.fullerton.edu



Questions?



Thank you for attending!

Office of Grad Studies (OGS) Graduate Studies Center (GSC)
gradstudiesrecept@fullerton.edu gsc@fullerton.edu
(657) 278-2618 (657) 278-3374
MH-103 PLN-121

mailto:gradstudiesrecept@fullerton.edu

