
Essay Writing Tips



Essay Structure



Start with an 
outline! 

Here’s why you need an essay 
outline 
• It will help you organize thoughts: 

when you do research for your 
essay, you get tons of information 
that’s hard to remember.

• You’ll understand the information 
flow and will be able to structure 
it accordingly.

• It will help you not to miss 
anything while writing your essay 
because you’ll have a ready 
manuscript of your paper.

Here are links to two different blank, printable outline templates for you to use: Outline Template 1 or Outline Template 2

../../../../Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~CloudDocs/5paragraphessay.pdf
../../../../Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~CloudDocs/Essay%20Outline%20Template%2005.docx


Simple Outline 
Example



Full Sentence Outline 
Example

(makes for less work later)



Writing an Introduction 

Attention Grabber

Begin your introduction with a "hook" 
to get the readers attention.

Here are some suggestions:
- State an interesting fact or statistic 
about your topic
- Ask a rhetorical question
- Reveal a common misconception 
about your topic
- Set the scene of your story: who, 
when, where, what, why, how?
- Share an anecdote (a humorous 
short story) that captures your topic

State Topic

After your “hook,” write a sentence or 
two about the specific focus of your 
paper.

What is your paper about? Why is this 
topic important? This part of the 
introduction can include background 
information on your topic that helps to 
establish its context.

End with Thesis

Finally, include your thesis statement. 

The kind of thesis you include depends 
on the type of paper you are writing, 
but, in general, your thesis should 
include:
- your specific topic
- your main point about that topic
- the points of discussion you will include 
in your paper
- Your thesis should be clear, and easy 
to find. Most often, it is the last sentence 
of the introduction.





Body Paragraph Structure

a topic sentence that 
states the main or 
controlling idea

supporting sentences to 
explain and develop the 

point you’re making

evidence from your 
reading or an example 
from the subject area 

that supports your point

analysis of the 
implication/significance/ 
impact of the evidence 
finished off with a critical 

conclusion you have 
drawn from the evidence

a concluding 
sentence that restates 

your point, analyses the 
evidence, or acts as a 
transition to the next 

paragraph.



Writing the 
Conclusion
• A conclusion works to remind your reader of the 

main points of your paper and summarizes what 
you want your reader to “take away” from your 
discussion. 

• Consider these tips when writing your 
conclusion:
• Begin with your rephrased thesis statement
• Summarize the points you made in your 

paper and show how they support your 
argument; tie all the pieces of your paper 
together.

• Tell your reader what the significance of 
your argument might be. Why is the 
discussion important? Do you want your 
reader to think differently, question 
something, or perform some action? Make 
a recommendation of what your reader 
should "do" with the information you just 
gave them, or share the importance of the 
topic.





Virtual Resources

Grammarly 

Grammarly will proof your entire paper & 
the University pays for the premium 
version!
Sign up with your campus email here:
https://www.grammarly.com/edu

ULC Virtual Writing Center 

Send them your paper and they will 
proof it for you in 2 to 4 business days. 
For more information and to send them 
your paper use this link: 
http://www.fullerton.edu/ulc/writing_tuto
r.php

https://www.grammarly.com/edu
http://www.fullerton.edu/ulc/writing_tutor.php


Still Not Sure?
EMAIL US YOUR QUESTIONS OR TO 
REQUEST AN APPOINTMENT WITH A 
WRITING TUTOR. 

mailto:hraidel@fullerton.edu


Essay Writing Quiz

1. The structure of an essay consists of what three parts?
a) _______________________
b) _______________________
c) _______________________

2. What type of sentence begins the introduction?
____________________

3. What type of paragraph includes supporting details of your main topic?
a) Conclusion
b) Body
c) introduction


