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Providing support and recognition for meritorious students is a high priority for the 
Emeriti faculty and staff. Each year our members contribute funds to increase our 
endowment. This enables us to increase the number of scholarships we can 
subsequently award. We now grant an award specifically dedicated to graduate studies 
in addition to our undergraduate scholarship, and our support extends to the Guardian 
Program which assists students exiting the foster care program to continue in 
postsecondary college education. 
 
The Emeriti Memorial Scholarship selection committee reviewed well over 100 
applications electronically and selected awardees among an array of outstanding 
candidates. The expanded pool of applicants consisted of students with impressive 
academic performance in many diverse disciplines. We were pleased to see to what 
extent the applicants demonstrated commitment to academic research and community 
service. 
 
Emeriti Memorial Undergraduate Scholarship: Ms. Janis Alexa Smith 
 
Janis is working for her B.S. in Human Services while simultaneously earning a degree 
in Horticulture from Saddleback College. She has had a successful career as a 
paralegal and office manager in a family law practice as well as with diverse culinary 
and other endeavors and volunteer facilitator in a Divorce Recovery Workshop. Her 
wide experience in family law amply demonstrated the acrimony which can occur in 
family breakups and inspires her desire to aid and comfort those afflicted by these 
issues through her studies and her creation of a book for children to help them 
recognize and express their emotions. She has been selected for the 2014 Emeriti 
Memorial Undergraduate Scholarship for her outstanding academic achievements, her 
remarkable creativity and sensitivity to children in stressful situations, and her goal to 
become a Marriage Family Therapist to help families get “back on track to loving, 
cherishing and enjoying each other as much as possible.” 
 
Emeriti Memorial Graduate Scholarship: Ms. Vanessa Lopez 
 
Vanessa is currently working on her Master's degree in Social Work and excels 
scholastically. Prior to coming to CSUF she pursued a double major for her B.A. from 
UC Irvine in Criminology, Law and Society and also in Women's Studies. Vanessa 
strives to be a positive role model for disadvantaged children and youth, mentoring 
them extensively in their studies. She has been recognized as an outstanding volunteer 
for her work with non-profit organizations such as Education First, tutoring with The 
Academic Advantage, Americorps, Boys and Girls Club, MESA (Mathematical, 
Engineering, Science Achievement) and Latino Health Access. She is currently 
interning with Child Protective Services. Her supervisors cite her good leadership skills 
among her many other exceptional qualities. 
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