CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, FULLERTON

HEALTH PROFESSIONS ADVISING COMMITTEE

LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION GUIDE

The Health Professions Advising Committee (HPC) appreciates your efforts in helping our students gain admission into their chosen professional school.  Copies of your letter are included, along with the committee letter and other pertinent information, in the packet of materials sent to professional school admission committees.

The HPC prefers your letters of recommendation deal with information that is not necessarily revealed in the grades.  Professional school admissions committees already have a complete academic record (courses and grades) in addition to cumulative grade point average, science grade point average and professional aptitude test scores (MCAT, OAT, DAT, etc.).  
Please address your letter to:

Dear Admissions Committee Members:
Please be aware that particularly for medical schools, any negative assessment will almost certainly remove the student from serious consideration.  Therefore, if you are unable to write a positive letter, it would be in the best interest of the student not to write any letter at all.

Following are suggestions for assessment guidelines: (Please only comment on what you have direct knowledge of)

· Intellectual qualities:  Curiosity, ability to solve problems, ability to reason critically, ability to communicate, general knowledge, as well as breadth and depth of knowledge.  Wherever possible, give specific examples.

· Commitment To A Health Professions Career:  Development of applicant's interest in desired profession, strength of his/her motivation, meaningful activities to test strength of motivation (research, clinical experience, other service activities), level of involvement in motivational activities, long-range goals in the profession.

· Community Activities:  Service in religious, civic, political, sports and recreational activities, such as coaching in Little League, camp counseling, etc., which demonstrate commitment to helping others.

· Personal Qualities:  Your assessment of the candidate's qualities of compassion, commitment, ability to relate to others, ability to handle stress, emotional maturity, honesty, cooperation, initiative, reliability, and personality.

· General Impression:  Summarize your reactions to the applicant.  Please give your assessment of the level of support, i.e. outstanding, excellent, good, or acceptable.

Please use letterhead and send your letter (preferably as a .pdf file) to hpadvising@fullerton.edu.  Alternatively, a paper copy can be mailed to: 



Health Professions Advising Office   



UH 223, P.O. Box 6848 



California State University, Fullerton



Fullerton, CA  92834-6848

Thank you.                                                                                                                                js:7/09
