A BRIDGE TO MEDICAL SCHOOL


THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA SCHOOLS OF MEDICINE
CALIFORNIA POSTBACCALUAREATE CONSORTIUM

UC Davis ∙ UC San Francisco ∙ UC Irvine ∙ UCLA ∙ UC Riverside ∙ UC San Diego

*** Special Invitation to CSU students *** 

OVERVIEW

The California Postbaccalaureate Consortium offers one-year, comprehensive postbaccalaureate programs designed to assist students from disadvantaged backgrounds in gaining admission to medical school. The programs serve those who have not yet applied to medical school and reapplicants, and consist of three components: an intensive summer MCAT prep and learning skills segment, a year of upper division biology courses at a UC or nearby CSU campus, and ongoing assistance with the application process. 

The main goals of the summer session are to prepare students to perform at their true potential on the MCAT and in the upcoming academic year. In addition to intensive content review and workshops on test-taking strategies for the MCAT, students are provided with individual learning skills assessments and workshops on time management, note-taking, memorization, dealing with stress, etc. 

During the academic year, students enroll in rigorous upper-division science coursework, to improve their GPA’s, broaden their knowledge base and demonstrate to medical schools that they can succeed in a challenging academic environment. 

Workshops and individual counseling on the medical school application process are provided throughout the program. This includes guidance on selecting medical schools, completing the AMCAS, writing effective personal statements and secondary essays, and preparing for interviews. Students also participate in seminars on health care for underserved populations.
The programs in the Consortium welcome California students from all undergraduate backgrounds, and have begun a special effort to recruit students from the CSU campuses.   

APPLICANTS MUST:

· Be committed to practicing in underserved communities in California

· Come from an educationally and/or economically disadvantaged background*

· Have completed an undergraduate degree in an accredited U.S. college or university

· Have completed all or the majority of the requirements for medical school

· Have attained the minimum GPA and MCAT scores required by each program

(MCAT not required for first-time applicants)

· Be a legal resident of California

· Be a graduate of UC Riverside in order to apply to the UCR Program

*As commonly defined: from an early age, you resided in a low-income community or experienced enduring family and/or societal hardship that significantly compromised your educational opportunities.

HOW TO APPLY

The Consortium utilizes a joint online application and a centralized service for supporting materials.  The application process allows you to apply to one or more of the programs simultaneously.  The application and instructions are available at:  https://meded-postbac.ucsd.edu/   

For details on each program consult the links provided on the application site. For further information about the application process call 530-754-9391. 

