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Campus Climate Survey—1997

‘Evening’ vs ‘Day’ Students: Night Students
Get More Respect, But Report Less Opportunity

PURPOSE: To compare "Day” courtesy” from FIGURE 1: Attitudes Toward Opportunities
“Evening,” and *Night” students on their fellow stu for Involvement

several campus climate measures derns than Day

students

HISTORY: We have administered the Evening/Might stu-

Campus Climate survey yearly since dents reported less
1995, The 1997 survey was a slightly oppertunity than
modified version of the 1996 assess- Day students for
ment. Items on the survey were onigi- involvement in
nally obtained from the Division of dectsion-making at

-1

Student Affairs Assessment Groupand — Cal State Fullerton,

from comparable surveys at other col see Figure |
NOTE: 1 is “Strongly Agree™; 2 is “Agree” and 3 is "Neutral.” Night
students reported the least opportunity for involvemeant.

leges and universities

Finally, Evening

IN BRIEF: In a random sample of 466  students felt that their courses were other differences were found between
students, Evening/Night students more relevant to “the work world” Day, Evening, or Night students on a
reported receiving ‘more respect and than the Day or Night students. No 17-tem climate survey
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Student affairs research is a major
division priority. This research repon
reflects the division commitment to a
continual focus on research relaring to

student affairs,

The mission of the Office of Testing
and Research iz 1o administer and sup-
port research on students, including
campus climate assessment. We admin-
ister university and departmental testing,
and we offer individual psychological
and interest testing in support of Cal
State Fullerton counseling and career

development services.

Directions for Future Research:
Student Research Reports in preparation
will present analvses of student respons-
es to campus climate issues by ethnicity,
sex, and age. Another Report will be
devoted to the issue of Sense of .

Community at Cal State Fullerton.
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What is an “Evening”
Student?

For purposes of this research, stu-
dents in classes meeting from 7 am.
to 2 p.m. are *Day” students; students
in 4 p.m. classes are “Evening” stu-
dents, and students in 7 p.m. classes
are “Night” students.

STUDENTS RESPONDING: A total of
466 students completed the 1997
Climate survey. This total included
100 males, 43% 251 females. or
54%. with 16 failing to indicate their
sex. Self-identified ethnic groups
included: African-Americans, 20 or
4.3%, Caucasians, 198 (40.3%);
Hispanic/Latine/Chicano, 102 or
21.9%; Asians 108 or 25.2%, and
"Other” or failing to respond with 48
students or 10.3%. Mozt respondents
were lower division students: 199
Freshmen, 250 Sophomores, 2
Juniers, 1 Senior, and 14 who did not
identify their level.

classes, the sample may be considered
a random (or quasi-random) sample.
Day, 4 pm. and 7 p.m. classes were
included. Confidentiality of responses

was guaranteed.

RESPONSE RATE: O the total num-
ber of students present in the 11
classes, 97 percent provided usable

SUrveys.

About the Survey

The Campus Climate survey con-
sisted of 22 short questions, like *T am
proud to attend Cal State Fullerton”
and “Staff have treated me with
respect and courtesy.” Only 4 demo-
graphic items were included. Studenis
responded on 5 point Likert-type
scales. Students were addressed as fol-

lows:
This survey will aid us in assessing
pur university. It is anonymous; no
one will know what your responses
are because we will not ask you to

HOW THE SURVEY

FIGURE 2: Respect from Other Students:

Night vs. Evening vs. Day

WAS CONDUCTED:

Surveys were dis-
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tributed near the
end of Fall 1997
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- et
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Since lower divi-
sion students are 2.2
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to these required

Night

Evening Day

MOTE: Day students report less respect from their fellow students.

1 is the highest level of respect; 5 the lowest




identify yourself except for some
demographics. We base policy deci-
sions in part on student inpuf; it is
extremely important that you give
this survey the utmost seriousness.
We value your opinions and we
appreciale your assistance. [If you
have any questions later on feel free
to contact Dr: Vernon Padgett at
714 278 2591,
Copies of this survey are available
from the Office of Student Research.
Copies of the 1996 and 1995 climate

survey are available as well.

Main Findings

We found differences between Day,

Evening, and Night students on three
attitude measures.

First, in response to the statermnent
“There are adequate opportunities for
student involvermnent in making key
decisions at Cal State Fullerton,” Day
students agreed more, M = 2.62, than

Evening, M = 2.68, or Night students,

M=3.03, F(2,460)=3.55,p< .03

Lower means indicate
higher levels of agree-
ment (1 = Strongly
Agree; 2 = Agree; etc.).
We asked about the

relevance of students’

Number of

88888

coursework: On the

itern “Students can
count on the relevance
of conrses to the wark
world." Day students
agreed at the same level, M = 2 48, as
Night students, M = 2.49, but Evening
students had a higher level of agree-
ment, M =218 F(2, 460} =354, p <
03,

Finally, on the question “At Cal
State Fullerton, students have treated
me with respect and courtesy.”
Evening (M = 1.82) and Night stu-
dents (M = 1.78), agreed more than
Day students, M = 2.06, F (2, 460) =
4.48, p = .01. Evening and Night stu-
dents did not report that staff or facul-
Iy treated them with more “respect and
courtesy” than did Day students, and
no other dif-

AcuUre 3: Self-Reported Ethnic Identity

African American
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Asian E& e

24%
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ferences

between
Day, Evening,
and Night

students were

Hisp/Latine/Chic
22%

found, Fs <
1.60, all ps =

ns,

NOTE: Self-reported ethnic identity in survey sample is similar to over-
all populztion of lower division students at Cal State Fullerton,

FIGURE 4: Class Level

Other

Soph.
~NOTE: Students in the survey were overwhelmingly freshmen
and sophomaores.

AVERAGE RESPONSES ACROSS ALL
STUDENTS on each of the arritude
items are shown at the end of this
report. For example, on the question “1
am proud to attend Cal State
Fullerton,” students responded an
average 2.07 or "Agree.” and this aver-
age was not different across Day,

Evening, or ngh[ COUTSEs.

DAY VS. EVENING,/NIGHT STUDENTS:
Only one 7 pom. to 10 p.m. class was
included in the sample. Thus, differ-
ences berween Night and other stu-
dents could be due to the instructor of
that class or to other idiosyncratic
factors. To eliminate this potential con-
found, the 4 p.m. and 7 p.m. classes
were combined. This produced a sam-
ple with 364 Day students and 102
Evening/Might students. New Anovas
were performed on Day versus the
combined Evening/Night students;

results were the same

HOW DO 1997 FINDINGS COMPARE
TO 1996 AND EARLIER FINDINGS?

Last years campus climate survey







