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HISTORY MONTH

Health Equity and Advocacy Team

Throughout Black History Month, HEAT will be focusing on professionals from across our respective fields of
medicine, psychology, public health, and social justice. Today we are focusing on the Reproductive Justice

Movement, including one its founders, Loretta J. Ross, and the organization she helped establish,
SisterSong. Since the 1970s, Ross has a pioneer working to address the intersections of racism, sexism, and

health inequity. For nearly 30 years, SisterSong has been on the forefront of the struggle for Black,
Indigenous, women of color accessing comprehensive reproductive health care.

 
 

Loretta J. Ross (pictured) is an activist and scholar dedicated to human rights, reproductive justice,
and anti-racism. In the 1970s Ross was involved in both the women’s liberation movement and the
Black Power movement. Recognizing that the women’s movement often centered the needs of
white women, Ross was committed to expanding the conversation of reproductive health beyond
choice and access, two concepts that structurally and institutionally denied Black women and
women of color. As one of the founders of the concept of reproductive justice, Ross works to name
and highlight the impacts of white supremacy, capitalism, ableism, and other oppressions in
discussions of reproductive and sexual health. 

Ross asserts that women of color (a term she helped coin in 1977) are often denied the bodily
autonomy and agency to decide if, when, and how to have a family. Reproductive justice is not
only about access to abortion or prenatal health care, but the removal of institutional and systemic
barriers that disproportionately impact women of color. Ross herself is a survivor of multiple sexual
assaults; as a teenager, Ross was raped and forced to carry the pregnancy to term because
abortion was not a legal option. Ross has dedicated her life and career to ensuring Black women
and women of color have the power to make informed decisions about their body and lives.



Further Reading and Resources:

Loretta J. Ross - Activist, Public Intellectual, Professor 

SisterSong - Women of Color Reproductive Justice Collective

"Understanding Reproductive Justice" - Loretta J. Ross

Reproductive Justice Briefing Book - A Primer on Reproductive Justice & Social Change

Loretta J. Ross Twitter

SisterSong Instagram
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In 1997, Ross and a coalition of Black, Asian, Indigenous, and Latina women founded the SisterSong
Collective. As a national organization, SisterSong works to address policy and institutional practices
that create barriers to comprehensive reproductive health  including lack of education, restrictions
on accessing abortion, and the impacts of systemic racism, poverty, and mass incarceration on
parents of color. SisterSong defines Reproductive Justice as the human right to maintain personal
bodily autonomy, have children, not have children, and parent the children we have in safe and
sustainable communities. With this foundation, SisterSong identifies  comprehensive reproductive
health care as including "contraception, comprehensive sex education, STI prevention and care,
alternative birth options, adequate prenatal and pregnancy care, domestic violence assistance,
adequate wages to support our families, safe homes, more."

https://lorettajross.com/
https://lorettajross.com/
https://www.sistersong.net/
https://www.law.berkeley.edu/php-programs/centers/crrj/zotero/loadfile.php?entity_key=6NK5BUG9
https://www.law.berkeley.edu/php-programs/courses/fileDL.php?fID=4051
https://twitter.com/LorettaJRoss
https://www.instagram.com/sistersong_woc/

